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Abstract

In 1872, the Jesuits of the Xujiahui Observatory in Shanghai started a French newspaper, the
Bulletin des Observation Météorologiques, which marked the beginning of the Catholic periodical
literatures in China. During the early period of the Republic of China, the Catholic periodicals surged
fast and spread from the coastal to the inner cities. The publications were run by different Catholic
religious orders in many languages. But with the outbreak of Anti-Japanese War and the Chinese
Civil War, Catholic periodical literatures in China fell to decadency. The periodicals stimulated the
development of Catholicism in China and the cultural exchange between China and the West and
thus played an active and important role in the modern Chinese history. This paper describes the
development of the Catholic periodical literatures in different stages and discussed on the influences of
the Catholic periodicals to the Chinese society.
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A Review of the Catholic Periodical Literatures in China,
1872-1949
Fuying Peng’

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Research in the Catholic periodical
literatures in China has flourished in recent
years. The early studies of the Chinese history
of Catholic publishing included the seminal
works of Das Katholische Zeitungswesen in
Ostasien und Ozeanien by Bernard Arens
(1918), The Periodical Press in China by
Rudolf Léewenthal (1936), The Periodical
Press in Manchuria (1938), and The Religious
Periodical Press in China published by the
Commission Synodalis in 1940. Recent research
([Liang & Huang], 2012; [Zhou], 2010; Zuo,
2008) continues to examine the establishment
of the Chinese Catholic periodicals from
1870s to 1949. Based on the previous studies

as well as the original periodicals preserved

in libraries and archives, this paper analyzes
the development and influences of Catholic

periodical literatures in China.

2. Prior to the Birth of the
Republic of China, 1872-1911

In 1872, the Jesuits of the Society of
Jesus of the Observatoire de Zi-Ka-Wei
started to publish the Bulletin des Observation
Meétéorologiques, which marks the beginning
of Catholic publishing in Chinese history.
Prior to the birth of the Republic of China in
1911, fourteen Catholic periodicals had been
published by the Jesuits located in the coastal
cities. Two thirds of the foreign language
periodicals were in French. The content was

mainly of the doctrines of Catholicism and
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partially scientific knowledge in meteorology,
astronomy, and magnetism. Following the
establishing of Catholic universities, newspapers
and bulletins also emerged. Among them was
the Sheng Xin Bao (BE.0,¥k), published by the
Cathédrale de Xujiahui and the most long lived
periodical (July 1887-May 1949) in the Catholic
publishing history of the period. The content
was exclusively Catholic, including doctrines,
theological essays, biographies of the saints,

church events and news.

3. During the Ruling of the Beiyang
Government, 1912-1927

During the 16 years under the ruling of
the Beiyang government, 38 new Catholic
periodicals emerged in the publishing
landscape. Following the spread of Catholicism
toward the inner land, new periodicals
burgeoned in the inner cities. New or returning
missionaries such as the Societas Sancti
Francisci Salesii (3%€), Kapuzinerkirche
(FEAmE®), Divine Word Missionaries B2 5
€) published new periodicals to spread the
religious beliefs. Meanwhile, the percentage
of Chinese periodicals arose, while French
periodicals declined. A number of periodicals
were published in other foreign languages like
German, Spanish, Italian, and Polish.

Two periodicals published in this period

were of particular significance. The Social
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Welfare Tientsin (351H¥) was a Chinese daily
newspaper launched by Frédéric-Vincent Lebbe
(1877-1940), the Belgian vicar of the Tianjin
Vicariate, in October, 1915. The quantity of
the newspaper’s daily printing achieved at
25,000-30,000 copies during its existence and
it was thus considered as one of the “Four
Great Newspapers of the Republican period.”
Despite its religious affiliation, the newspaper
was not a missionary publication. It was a
public newspaper that reported on the every
walk of life of the contemporary China and thus
became an important resource for the research
of modern Chinese history.

The Revue Catholique (BEHFHEEE) was
another influential Catholic periodical. It was
first published in January, 1912 and ended in
August, 1938. It focused on religious preaching
and the bridging of the Chinese and Western
thoughts as well as the cultural and socio-
economic affairs. The periodical was widely
disseminated not only in China but also into the

Southern Asian region, Europe, and America.

4.During the Ruling of the
Nationalist Government,
1928-1949
During the first ten years of this period
(1928-1937), Catholic periodicals burgeoned in
44 cities of 21 provinces. Beiping (Beijing) for

the first time preceded Shanghai in the numbers
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of Catholic periodicals. The periodicals
continued to cover religious matters as well
as literatures, arts, science, and social news.
The Commission Synodalis (AEEHBE RS
@) and Catholic Action (ANZFGEITE) were
important actors in this wave of publishing.
Catholic universities such as Fu Jen strived to
publish in literatures, arts, and scholarships. The
important publications of this period included
the Collectanea Commissionis Synodalis (IN3
HBE#HT)), Gong Jiao Xue Xiao (INHEA),
Gong Jiao Jin Xing Yue Xan (ANEEEFTHT)),
Pan Shi Za Zhi CEEAEEEE), Wo Cun Za Zhi (%
7SS, and Monumenta Serica (FERZER).
The Monumenta Serica was launched in 1936
by the German Sinologist, Franz Xaver Biellas
(1878-1936), who was as an administrator of
the Fu Ren Catholic University. The periodical
published articles mainly in English and
partially in French and German. During 1935
to 1948, it published thirteen volumes, aiming
to promote the sinology studies internationally.
The periodical now became a major information
resource for understanding the development of
Sinology research in that period.

With the outbreak of the Second Sino-
Japanese War (1937-1949), many Catholic
periodicals suffered from interruption or
discontinuation, for examples, among those
ceased publication were the Revue Catholique,

Zhi Dao Yue Kan ($8E§EE), Xin Bei Chen
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b)), Wo Cun Za Zhi, and Tai Zhou Jiao
Qu Yue Kan (5)NZ& HT]). However, some
periodicals struggled to survive, e.g., the Kung
Kao Po (IN¥#), which was forced to cease
publication in the wartime until 1946. A few
new publications were born in the wartime, e.g.,
the Shang Zhi Bian Yi Guan Guan Kan ( %@
SRREEETD).

5. Conclusion

Looking back at the history of Catholic
periodicals in China, the periodicals literature
sprouted in the end of the Qing dynasty,
burgeoned in the Beiyang period and reached
the full bloom in the Nationalist Government
ruling, and gradually declined in the war. The
development of the publications was tied closely
with the foreign missionary progresses in
China. The Catholic periodicals not only played
a major role in spreading the religious beliefs
but also exercised secular power. For example,
during the wartime, the periodicals promoted
the sense of nationalism and encouraged the
defense against Japanese invasion. This in turn
contributed to the further rooting of Catholicism
in China and the uprising number of followers
during the warfare. On the other hand, some
periodicals such as the Monumenta Serica,
Social Welfare Tientsin, Revue Catholique,
and Pan Shi Za Zhi contributed to the cultural

exchange of the Chinese and Western countries
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and thus served an important role in the

intellectual history of the modern China.
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