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An amphilestid-grade eutriconodontan
from the Middle Jurassic of Russia

Alexander O. Averianov, Alexey V. Lopatin & Sergei A. Krasnolutskii

ABSTRACT. An isolated upper molariform tooth from the Middle Jurassic Itat Formation at Berezovsk
Quarry, Krasnoyarsk Territory, West Siberia, Russia, is identified as Eutriconodonta indet. By low
angulation of the main cusps, reduction of the labial cingulum, and interrupted lingual cingulum it is similar
with anterior upper molariform teeth (M1-2) of Gobiconodontidae. This taxon may belong to the oldest
gobiconodontid which have not been reported previously from the Jurassic.
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QYTPUKOHOAOHT aMcpunecTMaHOro ypoBHS OpraHu3auum
u3 cpegHemn pbl Poccum

A.O. ABepbsiHOB, A.B. JlonaTtuH, C.A. KpacHonyukumn

PE3IOME. M3onupoBaHHBI BEPXHUN MOJAPOOOPa3HBIA 3y0 M3 CPEAHEIOPCKUX OTIIOKEHHH WTATCKON
cBUTHI bepesosckoro kapbepa B KpacHosipckom kpae (3anannas Cubups, Poccust) onpezesieH Kak mpuHa-
nexanwii Eutriconodonta indet. [Io oTCyTCTBHIO BBIp@)KEHHOH TPHAHTYISPHOCTH TJIaBHBIX OYTOpKOB
KOPOHKH, OTCYTCTBHIO JIAOWAJILHOTO IIMHTYJIIOMA M ITPEPBAHHOMY JIMHT BJIbBHOMY LIMHTYJIIOMY JIaHHBIH 3y0
MIOXO0K Ha IIepeJHIEe BEpXHUE MOIsipoobpasuble 3yonl (M1-2) Gobiconodontidae. 3yd Moxer npuHayie-
JKaTh IPEBHEHIIEMY NPEICTaBUTEN0 TOONKOHOIOHTH, KOTOPBIE paHblle He ObUIN M3BECTHBI U3 IOPCKUX
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OTJIOKCHHH.

KJIFOYEBBIE CJIOBA: 3yTpuKOHOMOHTHI, cpeaHsis ropa, CHOUpb.

Introduction

Eutriconodontan mammals share with other “tricon-
odontans”, the morganucodontans, linear arrangement
of the main cusps of the molar teeth, but more derived
in the skull structure. Eutriconodontans were common
elements in the Jurassic mammal faunas of Europe and
North America and especially flourished in the Early
Cretaceous of Asia. In the Late Cretaceous few eutri-
conodontan taxa persisted only in North and South
America. This group did not survive the K/T boundary.

The Eutriconodonta could be divided into two lev-
els of organization: the amphilestid grade (families
Amphilestidae, Klameliidae, Gobiconodontidae, and
Austrotriconodontidae) and triconodontid grade (Tri-
conodontidae). The first grade is characterized by the
principal cusp of the molars higher than side cusps and
embrasure tooth occlusion, when the main cusp oc-
cludes more or less between the opposite molars. In the
second grade the side cusps of the molars are almost as
high as the principal cusp and the molars occlude with
the opposite molars “one-to-one.”

The Asiatic record for the Jurassic Eutriconodonta
is relatively poor, particularly because of our little
knowledge of Middle and Late Jurassic Asiatic mam-
mal faunas. Two genera of Klameliidae are known from
the Middle Jurassic of China and Kyrgyzstan (Chow &
Rich, 1984; Martin & Averianov, 2007). The Middle
Jurassic Liaotherium from China, originally described
as an amphilestid (Zhou et al., 1991), can be actually a
“symmetrodontan” (Averianov, 2002). Unidentified
amphilestid and triconodontid have been reported re-
cently from the Middle Jurassic of Kyrgyzstan based on
isolated tooth fragments (Martin ef al., 2007).

Here we describe the first eutriconodontan from the
recently emerging mammal fauna of Itat Formation
(Middle Jurassic, Bathonian) of the south of Krasno-
yarsk Territory in West Siberia, Russia. This fauna
included previously tegotheriid docodontan [tatodon,
indeterminate docodontans, a dryolestid, and an amphi-
theriid stem zatherian Amphibetulimus (Averianov et
al., 2005a; Lopatin and Averianov, 2005, 2006, 2007;
Averianov and Lopatin, 2006), as well as other mam-
mals which will be described elsewhere.

Collection abbreviation. PIN — Paleontological Insti-
tute of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia.
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Eutriconodonta Kermack et al., 1973
Eutriconodonta indet.
Fig. 1.

Material. PIN 5087/4, left upper molariform tooth.
Berezovsk Quarry, near Nikol’skoe village, Sharypovo
District, Krasnoyarsk Territory, Russia; upper part of
Itat Formation, Middle Jurassic (Bathonian).

Description. The tooth is relatively large with mas-
sive crown and long robust roots (only mesial root is
preserved). The main cusp A4 is about twice higher than
the side cusps B and C. The most of the cusp C is
eliminated by wear. Because of this wear, the cusp
angulation can be only approximately evaluated (~165°).
The axes of the side cusps are slightly diverging from
the axis of the main cusp. On the mesial side there is a
slight embayment of the crown but there are no cingular
cusps in this region. The labial cingulum is completely
lacking. The lingual cingulum, mostly eliminated by
wear, was rather strong and interrupted in the middle
opposite to the main cusp 4. There are two large wear
facets on the lingual crown side which remove consid-
erable size of the crown enamel and dentine. A smaller
one is mesial, produced by the lower molariform cusp
¢, and is along the mesial side of the cusp B and the
mesial half of the lingual cingulid. A larger facet, pro-
duced by the main cusp (a) of the lower molariform
tooth, is extending along the distal half of the lingual
cingulum, distal side of the cusp 4, and lingual side of
the cusp C. The enamel is smooth, without striations.

Measurements. Crown length 2.9 mm, crown width
1.5 mm.

Comparison. The great size differential between
the main and side cusps and embrasure wear pattern
when the main cusp of lower molariform tooth (a)
occluded between the upper molariform cusps 4 and C
suggests reference of PIN 5087/4 to the amphilestid
grade eutriconodontans (Amphilestidae, Klameliidae,
and Gobiconodontidae) rather than to the Triconodon-
tidae. The upper dentition is not known for the Klameli-
idae, but lack of enamel striation (Martin & Averianov,
2007) safely removes PIN 5087/4 from that group. The
upper dentition of Amphilestidae is known from only
two isolated molariforms referred to the Middle Juras-
sic Amphilestes broderipii (Owen, 1845) (Freeman,
1979: pl.16, figs.1-2; Averianov et al., 2005b: 4) and
to the Early Cretaceous Kemchugia magna Averianov
et al., 2005 (Averianov et al., 2005b: fig.2A—C). Both
teeth have strong cingulum around the whole crown and
therefore lack of a labial cingulum in PIN 5087/4 pre-

cludes its attribution to the Amphilestidae. In the Gobi-
conodontidae the complete cingulum is best developed
in the posterior molariforms (M3-5) while in the anteri-
or molariforms (M1-2) it can be variously interrupted.
In the gobiconodontids the posterior molariforms fur-
ther differ from the anterior ones by more transversely
wide crown and more angulated main cusps. Structural-
ly PIN 5087/4 is most similar with the anterior molari-
forms of Gobiconodontidae. Another gobiconodontid
trait, observable in PIN 5087/4, is diverging of the side
cusp’s axes from the main cusp’s axis.

Discussion

A complete absence of cingulum from one crown
side (labial) is characteristic for the lower molariforms
of the Amphilestidae (although quite a strong labial
cingulid may be present in some lower molariforms of
the Middle Jurassic Phascolotherium bucklandi (Bro-
derip, 1828) [pers. obs. by AA]). But lower molari-
forms wear from the labial side so their lingual cingulid
never becomes worn. The only cingulum which under-
gone wear is the lingual cingulum of the upper molari-
forms and thus identification of PIN 5087/4 as an upper
molariform is without doubts.

According to the recent phylogenetic analysis by
Rougier et al. (2007) the Eutriconodonta is paraphylet-
ic, not natural group because the Gobiconodontidae
and Amphilestidae are more closely related to the line
leading to tribosphenic mammals than to the Tricon-
odontidae, a predictable and awaiting result. However,
for the sake of classification, we continue to use here
the concept of Eutriconodonta.

PIN 5087/4 presents the first discovery of a eutri-
conodontan mammal in the Jurassic of Siberia and
Russia. Previously in our country only remain of a
Jurassic morganucodontan has been found (Gambaryan
& Averianov, 2001). It is a notable addition to the poor
Asiatic record of the Jurassic eutriconodontans. Most
intriguing is the supposed gobiconodontid affinities of
PIN 5087/4. This group, flourished in Asia during the
Early Cretaceous, has not been recorded previously
from the deposits of Jurassic age. PIN 5087/4 may
belong to the oldest member of Gobiconodontidae, but
for its characterization an additional material is greatly
needed.
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Figure 1. Eutriconodonta indet., PIN 5087/4, left upper molariform tooth in labial (A), lingual (B), and occlusal (C,
stereopair) views. Berezovsk Quarry, Sharypovo District, Krasnoyarsk Territory, Russia; Itat Formation, Middle Jurassic

(Bathonian).

Abbreviations: 4, B, C — main crown cusps; /c — lingual cingulum. Wear facets produced by the cusps a and ¢ of the lower molariform
teeth are indicated by lighter grey. A brakeage of the crown near the tip of the cusp A4 is shown by darker grey. Scale bar is 1 mm.
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