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g a  r i 

n a m  g a r i  

i - g a r i  

i g a r i  g u m  ma i ? - ma i ? 

i - g a r i  

s a n a b  i d z i d z i w a n  a raDan  
g a r a m  SaDaD i g a r i  i .  

i - g a r i  a 

jo i f a n  i g a r i  g i n  a .  

i - g a r i  wa  

d a  gum  mp u p a n  og07 i g a r i  wa . 

b aD i n  i d a um ,  i g a r i  g u m  wa . 

verb root 

in compound verb s : i b a-ga r i  
written without a hyphen . 

the weed ( the pulled-out weeds ) .  

prefix  for actual , real event in 

the p ast  or present "modus reali t at i s " .  

he weeda, has weeded daily, often

timea. 

i part i c le o f  assent , assurance , 

consent , confirmati on : yes , already . 

The road is clean. The SaDaD people 

have already cleaned it. 

a part i c l e , imp l i e s  c ontradi ction or 

a strong assert i on :  yet , however , 

nevertheless ( where i s  my sharp 

kni fe , which they should not t ake 

weeding? ) .  

They took it away and are weeding 

nevertheless. 

wa part i c le o f  the accomp l i shed fact;  

perfect , used t o  make i t  c lear , that 

it is in the pas t : already done . 

What ia with the field ful l of weed? 

It ia weeded already. 

His hand ia welZ, he haa already 

weeded. 
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o - g a r i  . The same forms for the 2 . pers . s ing . 
a go  0 i g a r i  o g a  r i 
o g a r i  i ,  o g a r i  a, oga r i  wa 
oga r i  sa n a b  ogo  s i b ?  

a g a m  i g a r i . 

bOI)- i - g a r i . 

Did you alean that road fin i s h? 

But :  2 .  pers . p l . 

bOI) - pre fi x o f  a just now, but just 

fini shed event : 

perfect-present : just now, b ut just. 

s a g a t a g a  i ga r i  g a n  a ra l) a n  ogo  That woman h a s  wee de d  hers long ago, 

wa, d a  d z  i bOI) i g a  r i g a l) ? and just now I have fin i s h e d  mine. 

b a l)  i n  ma i s ogo i mi l)? ' ma n a? - ma n a? He had a sore hand for a very ,long 

b i l)a n  ogo  d a  bOl) i g a r i  g u m .  time and just now h e  has we e de d. 

bOI)- i - g a r i  i .  

g u m  i g i  i d z i d z i wa n  w a s i .  
a n i a? , bOl) i g a r i  i .  
Nam g a r i  ro p i s i a .  
bOl) i g a r i  i .  

i part i c le as before : y e s ,  just now, 

but now. 

That fi eld i s  quite ale an. Of aourse,  

they but just have wee de d  it. 

The we eds are still ,�'�s h. Ye s ,  

they have we eded i t  just now. 

just now, very re aently, b ut fini s h e d  

weeded. 

a nul)? i ga r i  g uman  0 ,  rna i ? o go  H e  hasn't wee de d  h i s  field, I saw 

d z i i t s al)a n .  a ? a? , bOl) i ga r i  wa . it y esterday. No, he  fin i s h e d  weed-

bOI)-ma - ga r i . 

m a g a r i  a ral)an  ogo  d a  

i n g  only very reaently. 

ma - potent ial  prefi x : probably, 

likely but just now. 

It i s  probably weede d  a while ago 

r o d z i d z i wa n . a ? a ? , bOl)ma ga r i . and still alean. 

a - g a  r i  • 

rUl) g a n  a g a  r i mUl)a? i 9 i d a  a g  i 
n a f a n . 

No, it i s  likely but just now weeded. 

a - prefix of the hortative I ;  it  

marks a citat i on , s ummons to  1 .  and 

3 .  pers . sing .  and p l .  The execut i on 

i s  expected t o  c ommence right in the 

near future . 

He hims elf shall we e d  that p art, 

then we go. 

I f  there are more verb s used , than 

the se cond verb i s  o ften in the 

hort ative I form . 



a po  ma r a n  t a?a n  n awa? ampa  
mpu  i . 

u d z u f  ma I)an d a  d z  i n a t  i p 
a b a . 

n a - g a r i . 

d z i  n a g a r i 1  
a g i  n a g a r i . 

n a - ga r i  i .  
o ma ra r a i  i g a r i d a n , o n i f a d a  
mp ul)a r i n t a i  a g a  r a i j i 1  
d z i n a g a r i  i .  

n a - g a r i ama? 
A:  i n i  f a d a  ga r i d a g um  da  

d z i  i mp i ?  r u t . 
B :  ma r a g a b  n a g a r i  a ma? 

wa - g a r i .  

w a g a r i  al)o . 
a g a m  waga  r i ma r a f a  i n a g a  

r a  i j i . 

w a - g a r i  a .  
a d z  i bOI)? a g a  r i g al)? g umal)? 1 
w a g a r i  a ,  d z i  s i l)a n  a n i wa ma? 

o .  

bOI)?a - g a r i . 
a g a  n ampa i ,  a g a  b OI)? a g a  r i 
gal)? g uma l)? 

bOI)?a - g a r i  i .  
a n ul)? i n i  g um wampup  i n  o .  
bOI)?a ga r i  i .  

ma - g a r i . 

Living animaLs s haLL come forth 

and Live in the water. 

In a y ear I come back again. 
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n a - pre fix o f  hort at ive I I . The 

execut i on of the order or c ommi s s ion 

can be  of longer durat i on o f  t ime : 

s haLL, wiLL, may. 

May, s h aLL I w e e d? 

Let us we e d. 

i as be fore . 

Are you p erhaps tire d of weeding 

and wouLd you rather go to wrap 

the bananas? I wiLL weed aLright 

a ma? part i c le : Let, may. 

He said, that he  wouLd go to work 

in the garden, so I scoLde d him. 

Let him do it. 

wa- pre fix of imperat ive , 2 .  pers . 

s i ng .  and p l . 

Just weed (without kni fe ) . 

You (p l . )  weed the other s i de over 

there first. 

a as before . 

How can I work our fi eLd? 

We e d  nevertheLe s s ,  I have this spear 

not for nothing. 

bOI)?a - prefix for the future . 

We (e xc l . )  wiLL stay, we s haLL 

work in our garden. 

i as be fore . 

This i s  not an oLd fieLd for them 

y et. They s ureLy wiLL weed it 

stiLL 

ma - prefix. ma - has potential function . 

An event may probab ly , c ome true in 

the fut ure . The translation has to  

use the  sub j unctive mood . 
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s a g a t  ma g a r i  g u m .  
ma g a r i  s a n a b  ogo  wa . 

ma - g a r i i .  
s a g a t  g uman  i m p u p  s a n t a n . 
ma g a ri i .  

ma - g a  ri a .  
s a g a t  i g i Q? r i n i n  a n uQ? f a da 
g u m  o .  

ma g a r i  a .  

ma - n a - g a  r i . 

s a g a t i j a b  mama i , g a n  g uma n  
i mp u p  s i b. 

ma n a ga r i . 

d a - g a r i . 

o rUQgam d a g a  r i . 
impai aQo , d a g a r i  g u m .  

d a - g a r i  ama? 

o d a g a r i  ama? 

g a r a m  d a g a r i  s a n a b  i g i  ama? 

d a-g a ri a .  

d z i d a g a r i  a .  

ma - d a - g a r i . 

The woman i s  probabLy weeding. 

They may have we e de d, may have 

aLe aned the road aLready. 

ma - i probabLy, LikeLy y e s. 

The fieLd of the woman i s  very ove r

grown. ProbabLy s h e  wiLL we e d  it. 

ma - a probabLy inspite of. 

The woman i s  s i a k, aan't go to the 

garden. ProbabLy she wiLL weed it 

inspite of that. 

The ' potential' pre fix c omb ined with 

the pre fix for hortat ive II : 

probabLy wilL 

The woman goe s up the mountain, h e r  

fi eLd there i s  ove rgrown. 

She probabLy wiLL we e d  it. 

Pre fix d a - has an 'irre al' funct ion . 

It comb ines not ion of the event with 

the idea of not to  be  real . Our 

trans lat ions must  make use of the 

imperfe c t  subj unct i ve , resp . 

p luperfect : had. 

WouLd you have we eded it yourseLf. 

She i s  s itting around, wouLd s h e  

onLy weed. 

a ma? as before . 

Yet, neve rtheLe ss.  

WeLL weed, then.  or: If you onLy 

wouLd weed. 

If onLy the peopLe wouLd wee d/aLean 

the road ( one can't walk ) . 

a as be fore . 

(The garden of the other i s  so niae, 

mine doe s  not b e ar, thought the 

we eding wouLdn't heLp.) 

If I wouLd onLy have we e de d  it. 

'potent ial ' pre fi x ma- c omb ined with 

the prefix d a - , which has an 'irreal ' 

function . 



d z i ma d a g a r i 0 g am  i 9 i . 
d z i b arJ i rJ? d a rj? d a  d z i 
ma d a g a r i  g u m .  

s o d a  r a g  i g um d a  ma d a g a  r i . 

ma - d a - g a ri wa . 
a n i a? ,  g am i ?  b i rJan  ogo  d a  
ma d a g a r i  wa . 

ma - d a - ga r i a .  
a g a  i mu n t i  s a n a b  s i b  i n  d a  
ma d a g a r i  a .  

ro-g a r i .  

g a r a m  i r u n t i f a n  i a p o  d a  
s a g a t  roga r i  g u m .  

i n t s u p g um o g o  s i b ? a?a?, 
roga r i . 

r o - g a r i  i .  

r oga r i  i .  

ro-g a r i  a .  

w a f a n , r o g a r i  a .  

ro- i - g a r i . 

25  

I nearly would have yours wee de d. 

Would my hand b e  well, I would 

have wee de d  the fi eld. 

If he would be indus trious he  

would have we e de d. 

wa part i c le as be fore . 

As said, that plenty rain, otherwi s e  

w e  would have we e de d  i t  fin i s h e d  

already. 

a as before . 

We hindere d him, otherwi s e  he 

would have wee de d  neverthele s s. 

r o- prefix . The funct i on i s  

' durat ive ' .  The event is  connec t e d  

with the idea o f  durat i on ,  which  

can be  comb ined with all the  other 

pre fixe s  and suffixes . 

The men ran to g e t  prey and the 

women are s till weeding/s till wee d. 

Is that  fi eld fi n i s h e d  we e de d? No, 

they s ti n we e d. 

i as be fore . 

(They s hall not s top to we e d  y e t. ) 

They are s t ill we e ding though. 

a as be fore . 

(I said they s hould s top imme dia tely, 

now if I catch them s ti ll in the 

field ... . ) 

Jus t  go, they are y e t  we e ding. 

Pre fix of durat ive as ab ove r o - g a r i  
but the realis pre f i x  i- i s  not 

suppre s sed if the I i g a r i  I i s  stressed 

in c ontrast t o  other ac t ivities . 

In ac tual use by  the nat ives speaker 

it s eems , that this prefi x is used 

for the s ingular . The pre fi x  for 

the p lural i s : r OrJ? - . 
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rOf)?- i - g a r i . 

ro - n a - g a r i . 
wa n i  a r af)a n , maf) i t s  ma r u t  

ma r a g a b . 
r o n a g a r i  r a i j i .  

r o - n a - g a r i  ama? 
a g a  o n t a p a i ma r a g a b  s i n uf)? 
g u m  i a?? 

r o n a g a  r i a ma? 

r o -ma - g a r i . 
a g a  i faf)? g i n  a r af)a n ogo. 
roma ga r i  g u m .  

r o - ma - g a  r i i .  

ro - ma - g a  r i a .  

r o - ma - g a r i  wa . 

ro - d a - g a r i . 
r o d a g a r i  g um a n i d a  a g i  d a n i  
r u t . 

r o - ma- d a - g a  r i . 
f i n i f) g a n  r o d ampa i d a  

roma d a g a r i  g um i g i . 

r o - bof)? a - g a  r i . 

a? a? , robof)?a g a  r i . 

wa - g a r i  o .  

a r a g a  r a g i t s i mp a n  b i f)a n , 
w a g a r i  g u m  p a s  o .  

wa - n a - g a  r i o .  

Like r o - i - g a r i  durat ive reali s . 

Around Kaiapit  and Saf)af) the people 

say t hat this i s  the only p o s s ib le 

form and that ro i g a r i  i s  wrong. 

Durat ive hortative II . 

TeLL him, the poor guy wiLL get 

hungry. He s haLL yet stiLL we e d. 

ama? as b e fore . 

Why s houLd we caLL him away from 

his work? Let him stiLL work. 

Durative potent i al . 

We waited for her for a Long time. 

She may stiLL be  wee ding. 

as be fore . 

a as be fore . 

wa as be fore . 

Durat i ve sub j unct ive . 

If s h e  stiLL wouLd weed here, then 

we couLd ten her right away. 

Durat ive p ot ential sub j unct ive . 

rf h i s  wife wouLd be stiLL Living 

she most Li keLy wouLd stiLL we e d  

that fi eLd. 

Durat ive future . 

(TiLL we arrive at the fieLd s he 

wiLL have Left it. ) 

No, s he wiLL stiLL we e d. 

Negat ion , c omb ines the c oncept i on o f  

negat i on with that o f  the irreality:  

doe s  not weed. 

He i s  very Lazy, he doe sn't work 

a bit. 

( - t Of) ma r a n  g a r i d a n ) .  

Ne gat ion o f  hortative II. 



dz i bOI)?a n i d a  wa n a g a r i  o .  

wa-da - g a r i  o .  
o d a n i mUI)? i m i l)? a g i n  
d a  a g a  w a d a g a  r i o .  

w a - bol)- i - g a r i  o .  
a r al)a n wa bol) i g a r i  g u m  i g i  o .  
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Even, i f  I say i t  s h e  will not weed. 

Negation o f  s ub j unct ive . 

If you would have said that  b e fore, 

that you would like to keep i t, we 

wouldn't have we eded i t. 

Negat ion of perfect-present . 

She hasn't we e de d  that  fi eld here 

jus t now. 

ro-wa - g a r i  o .  Negat ion of durat ive . 

a roa n i  d a  g u m  i g i  i mp u p  i n t i l) .  Now the fi eld here overgrows for 

rowa g a r i  o .  

ro -wa - d a - g a r i  o .  
b al) i l)  g a n  ma n u f  a r al)a n wa , 
d a  rowa d a g a  r i o .  

ma - ga r i ma? 
o ma g a r i  ma? 
a g a m  ma g a r i  ma? 

ro-m a - g a  r i ma? . 
wa t a I) i n r a i .  gob  o? i s a  s us 
d a  a g a m  roma g a  r i ma? . 

a n ul)? i g a r i  o .  
g a r am  ig i a n ul)? i g a r i  g u m  o .  

g a r i - d a n . 

o n i g a r i d a g um i g i  d a  gobo? ?  

ma ama? g a r i d a n . 
d z i i n i  g um  a g a  ga r i d a n  ogo . 

S aga t g a r i d a n , d a  g a r am  i b a 
g amp . 

r o - g a r i - d a n . 

good. They don't we e d  i t  anymore. 

Negat ion of durat i ve sub j unct i ve . 

Her hand i s  apparen tly well already 

otherwi s e  she wouldn't wee d. 

Negat i on o f  imperat ive . 

Don't we e d. 

Don't we e d! ( p l . )  

Only for 2. person . 

Negat i on of durative imperat ive . 

Le t i t  be!  The s un i s  hot, don't 

wee d  anymore. 

Negat i on of reali s . 

That man doe s not wee d/ha s  not 

weeded. 

Suffi x - d a n  - after c ons onants and 

glottal s t op - a n  - added t o  the root 

o f  the verb forms the part i c ip le . 

Do you wan t to we e d  that field 

to-day? 

The wee ding boy s  . .  

I mean the fi eld, which we  ( excl . )  

did then. 

When the women s till wee de d, t h e  men 

came to the village. 

Durat ive part ic ip le . 

dz i i b a i m i l)? i s a n a b  g um ogo  When I came along t h e  fi eld road, 

d a  d z i i t s al)an  s a g a t  roga r i d a n . I s aw the woman s till weeding. 
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a r a l) a n  i n i  da s a g a t  rog a r i d a 
g um gobo? b i l) a n  ogo . 

bOI)- ga r i -d a n . 
s a n a b  g a r am bOl)g a r i d a n  i g i  

i t s a a ra ? a l) o . 

wa - g a r i - d a n  o. 
g um i g i i mp u p  i n t l l) ,  a g i 
w a g a r i d a n  o .  

i b a g um a n i m p a d a n  a l)O ,  
w a g a r i d a n  o .  

a n u l)? g a r i - d a n  o .  

d z i r u n t a? a n u l)? n i d a g a r i d a n  
o .  

r o - g a r i - d a n  o .  
g um wajo f i  d a  a g i  r o g a r i d a n  
a ro a n i o .  

He said it. and the women stiLL we e d  

during the hot s un. 

Pre fix of the p art i c iple perfe c t . 

The road. which the peopLe weede d. 

cLeaned just now i s  whoLLy dry. 

Ne gat i on of part icle . 

That fi eLd i s  aLtogether overgrown. 

Let's not weed it. 

He came to the fieLd to s i t  around. 

not to work. 

Another form for the negat i on o f  

the part i c iple . 

ALone I wouLd not Like to we e d. 

Ne gat ion o f  durative part ic iple . 

This i sn't a fieLd. that we s houLd 

continue to weed. 
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