
MORPHOPHONEMICS OF THE ADZERA LANGUAGE 

K.G. HOLZKNECHT 

1. TERMS OF RELATIONSHIP AND BODY PARTS 

Noun ( N )  sterns r a m a - father, g u dzu- head t o  i t  are added ob ligat ory 

pos sess ive suffixes : 

-�? 1 .  pers . s i ng .  and p l . r ama-Q? my, our father 

- m  2 .  pers . s ing. and p l .  r ama -m  your father 

- n  3 .  pers. s ing . and p l .  r ama - n  his/her father their 

father 

-Q? 1 .  pers . s ing . and p l .  g u dzu-�? my, our head 

- m  2 .  pers. s i ng .  and p l .  g u dz u - m  your head 

-n 3 .  pers. s ing . and p l .  g u dzu-n his/her head their head 

2. POSSESSIVE SUF FIXES WITH OTHER NOUNS 

N sterns oQa r house, b a d z a b  corpse, bin tip chair, stool, 

antim 'ladder, gai tree, bj? b'lood, amp a n  fami'ly, 

a mpoaQ wooden sword. 

a )  After a word , whi ch ends in a c ons onant , e xcept alveolar 

ve lar nas als and /? / • we have the following set of suffixes:  

-a Q? l. pers. s ing . and p l. oQa ra�? my, our house 

-am 2 .  pers. s i ng .  and p l . oQa r am  your house 

and 

-an 3 .  pers . s i ng. and p l .  o�a r a n  his/her/their house 
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b a dza b a m  b a d z a b a n  

b i n t i p a l)? b i n t i p a m  b i n t i p a n  

a n t  i mal)? a n t i ma m  a n t i ma n  

b )  After a word , whi ch ends in a vowel or alveolar , velar nasal or 

glot tal we have the following set of suffixes : 

gal)? 1. pers . s ing . and p l . g a  i g al)? my, our tree 

g am  2 .  pers . s ing . and p l . g a i g a m  your tree 

g a n  3.  pers . s ing . and p l . g a  i g a n  his/her/their tree 

b i ? g am  b i ? g a n  

a mpoal) g am  a mpoal) g a n  

a m p a l)  g am  am p al) g a n  

Alveolar nasal n ass imi lates  i f  a ve lar voiced stop follows , s e e  also  

4. 

3 .  THE COMPLETE POSSESSIVE PRONOUN SET 

Takes the pers onal pronoun in front o f  the word , with which it 

s t ands : 

dz i 
a g o""-/ 0 

a g i 
a g a  0J a g a i 

a g a m  

o l) a  r a l)? 
ol)a r am  
o l) a r a n  

Ol) a r a l)? 
ol)a r a l)? 
ol)a r am  
O l) a r a n  

my house 

your house 

his/her house 

our house ( inc l . ) 
our house ( excl . ) 
your house 

their house 

Parallel t o  this set  go the other two - 1 )  the set for Re lat ionship 

and Body Part s ,  and 2 ) b )  the set after vowels and alveolar and ve lar 

nasals and the I?I glottal : 

- m  - n  
and 

g am  g a n  

Adzera has n o  separate form for the 3 .  p ers . s ing . and pl . of the 

personal pronoun . It  uses ins tead auxi lary words:  



3 .  pers . s ing . : a r af)a n already �nown, 
as ment'l-oned 

and 3 .  pers . p l . r i b i gi rib? i g i  = 
those ones 

Some times  the word g a n  his/her, their i s  also used . 

One can therefore see  and hear: 

gan Of)a r a n  his/her house 

their house 

Plural can and mus t  be s igni fied only with the relat i onship terms . 
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The p lural-word r u s a - t akes the same suffixes as the s e t  for relat i on

ship: 

d z i  r amaf)? r u s af)? my fathers 

a go  f\J 0 r amam  r u s a m  your fathers 

r ama n r u s a n  his/her fathers 

a g  i r amaf)? r u s af)? our> father>s ( inc l . ) 
a g a  f"\..../ a g a i r amaf)? r u s af)? our> father>s ( e xc l . ) 

a g a m  r amam  r u s a m  your> father>s 

r ama n  r u s a n  their> fathers 

There i s  also a short form : r u a s ,  which i s  not declined , but i s  the 

same for all the persons . It  expresses  a more general - not b lood

relation - p lural : 

r a i f)? r u a s  my br>ethr>en as addres s  in the Christian c ongregat i on used . 

Then also  Napoa? r u a s  'Na poa? ( a person ' s  name ) and those, who ar>e 

with her>'. 

Thi s  short form i s  also used to  e xpress a p lural in the s ense o f  all 

the differ>ent . . . .  e . g .  

j a f a s  r u a s  all the different fish 

a po d z u fa n  r u a s  all the different bir>ds 

4 .  NOUNS 

n a m  thing ===- n af) , i f  a voi ced ve lar s t op follows . 

n a n  talk ==- n af), i f  a voiced ve lar stop fol lows . 

Thus : 

n a m  i 9 i that thing:::=- d z  i n af) g af)? that my thing 

n a n  i 9 i that talk ===- d z  i n af)  gaf)? that my talk 

The c ontext makes c lear , which i s  meant . 
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For a few years though , there i s  more and more the t endency to  change 

that and use the possess ive pronoun suffi x set as 2 ) a )  gi ven for n a m  
thing. 

Thus : n a ma Q ? , n a ma m ,  n ama n . 
But it i s  not generally used yet . Therefore it  i s  j us t  ment i oned here . 

5 .  VERBS 

The suffix of the part iciple -dan�with - a n . - d a n  stand after vowe l 

and the alveolar nasal n .  Thus : 

f o f i - d a n  to become/be oLd 

foa r i n - d a n  to stir up 

After the other c ons onants and the /? / glottal stop stands - a n. Thus : 

t i p - a n  to do, to repair 

k i ra ?- a n  to untie, Loosen 

The - n of the part i c iple suffix - d a n� - a n  is dropped , i f  an obj e c t , 

part i c le , or a s e c ond verb follows : 

n a Q a  g um to work 

i s a f u n u b  to kiLL, murder 

oda  b a d a n  (take-c ome ) to bring 

The 2re fix of the 2resent tense i -rJj- . The prefix  i - s t anding 

be fore an initial vowe l o f  a verb-root changes to  j-:  

b a - d a n  to come i - b a  he comes 

amos - a n  to touch j - a mos  he touches 

The 2re fix of the 2resent tense i -� 0- in the second pers on s i ngular . 

The personal pronoun o f  the se cond person s ingular a go�o exerc i s e s  

s trong pre s s ure and ass imilates  the pre fi x i -� 0- . Thus : 

dz i i n  i I said ===- ago 0J 0 o - n i you said 

Two verb s g a d a n  to eat and f a d a n  to go have the 2e culiarity,  that they 

take an n phras e-ending in all the tenses , e xcept the part i c ip le , where 

it is  already . Thus : 

i - r i m  n a m  d a  i - g a - n  gave food and ate 

i - n i  n a n  d a  i - f a - n  said ( talk ) and went 



6 .  PRONOUNS 

a) Personal Pronouns 

a go  2 . pers . s ing . �o 2 .  pers . s ing . Thus:  

a gol'J 0 o - j Ur) a amp i 

a g o  0J 0 r i n ur) gam  

you pay a visit 

your master, trading 

partner 
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Third person singular and p lural has no special personal pronoun in 

the language , as stated before (page 1 4 ) . Aux i l iary words are used 

instead . A r ar)a n for 3 .  pers . s ing . and r i big i for 3 .  pers . p l . 

First Person plural exc lus ive a g a  wef'...la g a i we. Thus : 

a g a  i t s ar)a n a go  

wa n  i n a n  d a  a g a  i 

we (e xc l . )  saw you 

speak to us (e xc l . )  

a g a i we (exc l . )  i s  used chiefly phrase  ending . 

b) Demonstrative Pronouns 

The demonstrat ive pronoun n a n i this (near me ) ,  n i g i that, that one 

(near you ) , nogo  that, (near him) , and n a g a  that, that one (far away ) 

f'...Ialternate with a n i ,  i g i , ogo , a g a  especially , i f  a nasal procedes . 

c) Reflective Pronouns 

The reflect ive pronouns have the same set of suffixes  as the words , 

whi ch end in a vowe l , and have to  c orrespond with the form o f  the 

personal pronoun . Thus:  

rUr)gar)? myself 

rUr)g am yourself 

rUr)ga n  himself, herself 

rUr)g ar)? ourselves 

rUr)gam  yourselves 

rUr)ga n  themselves 

There i s  another set of forms with the same meaning ,  and the add i t i onal 

meaning of the re c iprocal . This set has the suffixes as given under 2 ) a )  

for a word , whi ch ends in a cons onant . Thus : 

r u ar)? myself 

r ua m  yourself 

r u a n  himself, herself 

r u ar)? ourselves, to one another 

r u a m  yourselves, to one another 

r u a n  themselves, to one another 

Thi s  set  of forms is also mos t ly used in re flexive verb s . 
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r o - ' durat ive ' bOI)-

rOI)? - ' durative ma -
real i s t  

ORDER O F  POSITION O F  A FFIXES 

2 

' present-

perfe c t ' 

'potential' 

Verb-Root 

i - 'realist  - g a r i -

a - ' hortat ive I' - t al) i n -

n a - ' hortat ive I I '  - s a l)?-

b OI)? a - ' future' - r am-

w a - 'imperat ive ' 

d a - 'c onj unc t ive' 

to weed - d a n  

to give - d an 

to aorreat - a n  

to measure - a n  

g a r i  - d a n  

t al) i n - d a n  

ram- a n  

part i ciple 

after vowe ls 

and alveolar 

nasal - d a n  

after cons onants 

and glot tal 

- a n  
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ro- ' durative ' wa- 'negation' bOQ-

N E G A T I O N  

'present i 
perfect ' 

na-

da-

bOQ-

rna-

anuQ? 

' realis ' 

'hortative 

II ' 

, conj uncti ve ' 

' perfect-

present ' 

' inperative ' 

'negation of 

realis and 

participle ' 

Verb-Root 

-ga r i  - to weed 

-taQ i n - to give 

-saQ? - to cor-

respond 

with 

- ram- to measure 

-dan ' partic- 0 
iple ' 

-an 

(see remark 

on previous 

page) 

2 

rna? 

0 
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