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ECHOES OF THE WORLD CLIMATE DISCUSSION
IN THE DISCOURSE OF

MOROCCAN INDEPENDENT MEDIA

The article is an attempt to present the response drawn in the Arabic independent media by the world discussion
on the figure of the Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, Time magazine’s Person of the Year for 2019.
Using the tools for discourse analysis, the research focuses mainly on the way the activist’s image is created
in the context of the social role assumed by the Internet press media as news publishers, covering the plane of
language, transmitting ideas and social interactions. Articles from the Moroccan Internet journal Hespress (for
several years one of the most often visited website among the Moroccan e-community), come from the period
from 27 September to 29 December 2019, were used as the research material.
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A PERSON, ANAME, OR PERHAPS SOMETHING MORE?
BACKGROUND, TEXT CORPUS AND RESEARCH METHOD

The figure of Greta Thunberg, born in Stockholm in 2003, a climate protection activist,
Time magazine’s Person of the Year for 2019 and nominee for the Nobel Peace Prize, has
been stirring up much controversy in the world media in recent months. She has been accused
of being manipulated and indoctrinated by her parents and criticized for her radicalism and
immaturity (see i.a. Caldwell 2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/02/opinion/climate-
change-greta-thunberg.html). As noticed by the blogger and commentator on political life
Galopujacy Major in an interview with Agnieszka Wisniewska (Wisniewska 2019, https://
krytykapolityczna.pl/kraj/prawica-ma-jezyk-lewica-dyskurs-galopujacy-major/), in the Polish
media discourse the name Thunberg has begun to function as a kind of “metaword” containing
a number of separate meanings used by political players for their own purposes.

* Corresponding author: Agnieszka Patka-Lasek, Uniwersytet Jagiellonski w Krakowie, Katedra Arabistyki,
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This article is a brief analysis of the media discourse on the figure of Greta Thunberg
appearing on in the Moroccan Internet journal Hespress (https://www.hespress.com/) and an
attempt to answer the question whether the above-mentioned world discussion has drawn any
response in the Arabic media, and if so, what this response is. The subject of the analysis is
press news appearing in the Arabic-language information portal Hespress.com. Articles from
the archives of the Internet journal containing the name Thunberg come from the period from
27 September to 29 December 2019.

The independent portal hespress.com, established in 2007 in two language versions,
Arabic and French,' in 2017 appeared among four Moroccan websites which for the first time
found themselves at the top of a ranking of the most frequently visited websites (Examens De
L’OCDE Sur La Gouvernance Publique 2019: 91). Since then, it has been continuously ranking
highly there next to such websites as Google, Facebook, YouTube, Chouftv.ma and Moroccan
sports website Kooora.com (Alexa Traffic Rank. Top Sites in Morocco. Retrieved from https://
www.alexa.com/topsites/countries/MA), becoming one of the opinion-forming Internet media.

In the conducted considerations the discourse is perceived through van Dijk’s approach
(van Dijk 2001) as a negotiating process which functions on the levels of speech (use of
language), communication (transmission of ideas) and cognitive processes (interaction in
social situations). Taking discourse as a complex phenomenon whose meaning cannot be
considered outside of socio-cultural contexts (Gajda 2005: 8; van Dijk 2001: 41; and others),
the article begins with a brief presentation of Morocco’s climate policy. Then, the analysis,
in the lexical, morphological and syntactic layers, deals with the methods of linguistic image
creation applied by the authors of press notes, which are used for building the meanings. The
considerations focus on three basic perspectives on showing the character: Greta as supporting
character, Greta as an activist icon, Greta and her opponents. The conclusions presented in
the final part show the dynamics of the image development of the Swedish activist and raise
the issues of the presence of Moroccan media in the global climate discourse, at the same
time being an attempt at analysis of the role, potential intentions and pragmatic goals of the
publisher of Hespress.com as the sender of the message.

OFFICIAL CLIMATE POLICY OF MOROCCO

Since the 1990s Morocco, which cooperates closely with its world strategic partners,
has been strongly emphasising in the international arena its involvement in climate policy.
The commitments taken at the Earth Summits in Rio de Janeiro (1992) and Johannesburg
(2002) resulted in devising a strategy of sustainable development, which — as we can read on
the official websites of the Ministry of Environment (http://www.environnement.gov.ma/fr/
strategies-et-programmes) — focused on the ‘balance between the environmental, economic
and social dimensions’. The National Charter for Environment and Sustainable Develop-
ment became its indicator, the guidelines of which were presented personally by the King
of Morocco Mohammed VI in his speech on the occasion of Throne Day? on 30 July 2009,

' For the subject of the language of the Moroccan media see among others Ennaji (2005).
2 Annual public holiday in Morocco.
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honouring the tenth anniversary of his enthronement. The strategy was included in sector
reforms and became more specific, as we read further on, through a ‘number of national
initiatives, that is energy policy, including energy efficiency, water saving, sustainable solid
and liquid waste management and the national initiative of social development’.

As a part of those activities, among others the Moroccan Climate Plan (PCM) and the
National System for Inventorying Greenhouse Gas Emission (SNIGES) were created, the
Green Morocco Plan was launched in the agricultural sector®, and a strategy of waste pro-
cessing was developed.

Morocco, according to official sources [http://mapecology.ma/actualites/lexperience-
maroc-matiere-de-protection-de-lenvironnement-mise-panama/], ‘set itself the goal of meeting
52% of the demand for electric energy from clean energy by 2030’, initiating projects such as
wind farms and solar power plants (including in particular “Noor I’ and “Noor-Ouarzazate™),
which would help reduce the emission of greenhouse gas by the intended 30%.

It is also worth noting that Morocco became one of the signatories of the Paris Agreement,
and in October 2016 the United Nations Climate Change Conference was held in Marrakesh.

A SECONDARY CHARACTER?

Among eight press releases from the electronic archives of Hespress magazine where
the figure of Greta Thunberg appears, six of them mention the activist’s name while relating
or commenting on other events. Two of them, the oldest ones, are connected with the topic
of climate strikes.

The article entitled Children of the Kingdom call on Othmani (Saadeddine Othmani,
Prime Minister of Morocco since 2007 — author’s note) to implement treaties and protect
the climate (FUa) les y SLAEY) Janis Jlaiall ) salllay ASbedl) JUikil, https://www.hespress.com/
sciences-nature/445634.html) of 27 September 2019, signed with the name of a Hespress
correspondent (JaS) sl )53 and concerning the participation of young Moroccans in the
World Climate March in the capital city of Rabat, reads:

s e el aa gl Baxie Ol e ¢ 58 Ay sren Ol jla) Gpana eyl (lalie Calite (e | g5la 53 JUalaY) 1 )
Uy e S jlaial) Alalall ¢ laieed agiailie (uilaa “lagen Liiad alilea | Luses W AU lgale | gladla | Lasaa WGP
il dal e ety 3Dkl A dUaa A8l cilS ) o uld

23l A laily Alila 32l Jiinall Jal (e dreal) pgr il aUaF Cues dualle dlaa e B alaill o2 & i
Sle Gl Gag ol Graa e Jaadl s Y1850 a Aa 0 (s dal e Jaaill 55 5 pua” allall ol Cilide cila S
S Ja ¥ aend daills il (5 siaall

[Children who came from various regions of Morocco as a part of legal gatherings raised slogans
condemning the status quo, such as: ‘The environment is for every one of us... Preserve it’ and
‘Climate is for every one of us... its protection concerns us all’, expressing their support for the
‘appeal of the Danish girl-child Greta Thunberg, who has been the forerunner calling on students
to demonstrate for the environment’.

3 Morocco is one of the countries which have banned genetically modified food.
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Those demonstrations are a part of the global campaign under the slogan Fridays for Future, led
by the Danish girl, which shows governments of different countries of the world ‘the need to act
in order to decrease the temperature on the Earth and work to improve living conditions in the
environmental sphere for all future generations’.]

And in a relation from the Casablanca demonstration, published on 28 September 2019
under the headline Moroccans organise a protest march against the climate policy of the
government (A sSall Laliall Glulpull 2 alatial b e () salily 45 Jle, hittps://www.hespress.com/
sciences-nature/445668.html) another Hespress correspondent (s Sk Ahaas) writes:

Aaanll callall iy Calide 8 Apalaia ) i gl e calas ) Jlaall 8 Aanitall diaall il calide o ) Ly
o s B e Aun gl Al diga 5 A e laill Alaiad ddpaliall el sl Ly A pall dpe sSal) ) &) Jal e
@Al Glia) Gl e (m saady 4 50l A glaiall 1) ) et Ciga s Cumy

[1t is worth noticing that various social movements of activists in the environmental (protection)
field organised on Friday hundreds of vigils in different parts of the world to express criticism for
the international policy on climate changes, in response to the appeal made by the young Swedish
girl Greta Thunberg, in which she warned world authorities against the consequences of global
warming. ]

Both releases come from “Nature and Science” bulletin but they refer strictly to local
news. They show little attention to biographic detail (Danish nationality is provided by mis-
take) and graphemic instability of anthroponym reflected in the inconsistent transcription of
her name — Arabic & x5 or & s,

Apart from the information on her origin — which in this case if more informative rather
than evaluative in character — both texts show lexical reference to the character’s young age
when the Arabic lexeme 4k is used — meaning ‘a child-girl’, ‘female person who is a child’
(see Jib, https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/%D8%B7%D9%81%D9%84%D8%A9/).
The appearance of the character of Thunberg requires additional explanation each time, which
is realized at the syntactic level by the use of subordinate clauses. The figure of Greta is,
however, defined most of all by showing her leadership role in the organisation of the climate
strike. She is primarily a reference point for the actions of local activists, and includes them
in the course of international events.

In slightly later world news, the name Thunberg appears again in the context of her pro-
climate activity. In a comment on the election in Switzerland The Greens make historic gains
in the Swiss election () ss SUAS) & a5 e o siay el https://www.hespress.com/
international/447925.html) of 21 October 2019, Hespress cites the AFP Agency:

o f 5 Uy e Al Aland Al el A G | jusg gus 3 ) juind Ain 5 LI 8 53 35 5 53 gus” dgma OS5
el it Al 0 bl A panie IS5 el Gyl 3 YY)l e o L )

[Sotomo Institute (Institute of geography and statistics in Zurich — author’s note) predicted that
the ‘green wave’ would spread in Switzerland, when the appeals of the environmental protection
activist Greta Thunberg evoked a response, and tens of thousands participated in ‘climate strikes’.
Towards the end of September their number in Bern was 100,000.]
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In the article “The Nobel season” is about to begin... Famous prize honours spectacu-
lar events (Alse) e Ulaal i< 484l s 3ila | Gl “Ui i av s ) hittps://www.hespress.com/
sciences-nature/446248.html) of 5 October 2019, the Maghreb Arab Presse Agency reports:

o i U e LA Ay gud) ALl AdalUl ol 5 b (8 Lay cmad 35 301 Ao i) Jasd A s i) oda A
u)lu\)adhl&a}i&)puw&\aﬁba\ Ly ) J}Jﬂ\)&ﬂ\c‘aew\&aéﬂ\ ‘.\A&\u_l]‘é_l)ﬁ}“ “‘JJ)ML)“:?SJ}
Onlaal) dles Aial 5 5 0a B

[This year, the Norwegian Nobel Committee received 301 nominations, including the candidacy
of the young Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg and the Prime Minister of Ethiopia Abiy
Ahmed who concluded peace with the enemy Eritrea, as well as non-governmental organisations
such as Reporters Without Borders and The Committee to Protect Journalists.]

This time Thunberg is already directly referred to as ‘activist’ 43Ul a lexeme showing
special involvement in the social movement. Both releases are informative in nature, and the
figure of Thunberg appears in the reporter’s format for presenting facts. However, in an article
of 28 September 2019 on the climate strike entitled Great demonstration of support for the
climate goes along the streets of Montreal (Jas¥ise g ) »5 a3 Fliall aeal Ledin 3 jaUss hitps:/
www.hespress.com/international/445680.html), which cites the news of the AFP Agency,
Greta Thunberg is already the main character. The introductory paragraph already presents
the figure of the activist:

o galle Gl pal” ) (& g a8 L e Ay sad) Al Aalll) ) sias Aaeal) U jise (A dedui b allal Cuelis
LoalaY) YT AS jlig “Fliall Jal

[On Friday, in Montreal, in the presence of the Swedish environmental activist Greta Thunberg,
a mass demonstration was organised as a part of the ‘global climate strike’ with the participation
of thousands of people.]

A subsequent paragraph reads:

il g callall s o o) pall (el Agal sal oasbndl & jaill Ja (e Juaill ey ey ) @ a3 AL <l
Sy | 3 of aSag” il OBV e (add Gall 500 Laae dy” sl (e el a3 adiall Gl

[Young Thunberg, who became a symbol of political struggle for counteracting global warming,
said: “We are changing the world’, and then she added towards the crowd of young people: ‘We’re
at least 500,000 here today — you should be very proud of yourself”, she continued.]

After brief information on the participants in the demonstration from which we learn that:

pduzl e Baals A5 1S Lo 026l ol 23 85 padd Oale Cal s G alail) (8 Gaaliiall Cava s
ST Gl a0 S iy )8 A e Ciand S Agan ) Wl | Ak all daxs ol JaiS 8 alas ) o jaldall

[According to organisers, approximately half a million people took part in the demonstration; it is
a number Quebec has never seen before; it is one of the largest demonstrations ever organised in
Canada. The police provided no official data, but talked about the ‘historical mobilisation’, which
took place with no incidents.]
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the name of Thunberg appears again:

o) G5 i 1y cAales sy llia (Y co sl Jeall (8 i 25 5 ol A jaal) B Ll (a8 i 58 Canll
2l LS aaniall an) 8 il sSall 5 Jsall el y alal agillal 31 980y 55 a8 (2S5 saall Lgglad e oLl axy Gl
5 ypie OISl e aghlad g Al Hll agillads Baaa b pe Wlal | sud | ) 5008 8 el allal) 526 aaial & s 1207
sasn g s alla 8 FUa Jon saniall aal) A8 L)

5SH Jad (e A8 prall Alal o (AT a7 Ll Jsill oy Sy il il uiall ad” el Aadlll Caeds
SUliae Jal as Y

Jal e sas el jal plef Lavey 35all (53555 Ginla o)l a ) Jalia) (a8 Llahi) Sdles (5 Lass
Ay sedl ALl drand) G (IS5 g a1 Al N o 4k JSEs Jady LS 254)

[Thunberg said: ‘We are not at school today and you are not at work, as there is an urgency and
we will not stand idly’, and this was a couple of days after her famous ‘How dare you?’ speech,
which she delivered to the heads of states and governments in the UN; She said: ‘This week, world
leaders gathered in New York... They disappointed us once again with their empty words and in-
sufficient plans’, referring to the UN Climate Change Summit during the weekend in New York.
The activist then added: ‘“We are a wave of change and the change is coming’, repeating that ‘our
moral obligation was to continue fighting for our planet and our future’.]

Similarly to the previous releases, Greta is described as a “Swedish environmental activ-
ist”; she is, however, for the first time called directly a “symbol of political struggle”. In the
initial part of the article the figure of Greta comes to the fore, definitely dominating the facts
which directly document the title event. Her presence lends significance to the event. At the
same time, the facts described in the linguistic aspect in quantitative expressions as well as
using evaluative adjectives (‘laud’, ‘historical”) build Greta’s position. Greta’s image is seen
from the angle of the description of the consequences of her actions and the scale of their
influence. Most of all, however, the figure is defined by her own statements, which are quoted
in the text (direct speech). Greta poses in them as a participant in a mass movement, one of
many people connected by a common idea, which can be seen in the use of the first person
plural form of verbs and pronouns (we are, our). The rightness of her actions is reinforced
by the words of support expressed by one of the participants in the march:

(ol (AT 5 5 (8 Lo pad 5 anland) ol RYT aan i LeiSays Alian gy o L) ol e @ ja Llad (g3l L
SeAlial el dga) sa dal (e @l il

[I really believe in Greta’s movement. She does beautiful things and can encourage political parties,
particularly in the election period, to act in order to counteract climate change.]

ICON OF THE CLIMATE

Greta’s figure explicitly creates the feature written based on the article of the D.P.A. agency
of 29 December 2019. The headline itself is already a declaration of the authors’ views: Icon
of the climate Greta Thunberg... A student drives the locomotive of rescue for the planet Earth
(U=0Y) S S 3w 5 ke 2 sali | ¢ yug W ye” Fldl 44), https:/www.hespress.com/
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sciences-nature/454681.html). The borrowing “icon” (ar. &), which connotes the western
system of values, seems to be not without meaning here.
The introduction reads:

Lk o sail JUB B Relis 3D oaials Ay s 58 i i€ (Ll 8 ey el Ll a5 AnlSe 38 S Ly
Laga p sl Aallall A el 5 Apndipndd) 30L8H ala 3 ¢ i si L pe 3AT ¢ i Gadlidl Laade e (g Lo sl 2520 a3
Soasdl B

Slaiia iy S o LS ) gl () a8 a3l 8 atS 5l LaS | sland of iy 57 1 allall (galiaiBY (siiall ¢ i g5 il
Al elash Calise Gl LA o slie el Cjaaty S a1 oY | Ul i

[While the struggle against climate change is slowly developing in Germany, the Swedish girl
spends 32 hours on a train in order to return to her homeland.

Just three weeks after her sixteenth birthday, Greta Thunberg took over world political and com-
mercial leadership to undertake her mission in Davos.

Thunberg told the World Economic Forum: ‘I want you to act as you would in a crisis. I want you
to act as if you would in a crisis. I want you to act as if the house was on fire... because it is.” Her
words hit the headlines around the world.]

Again, we find a reference to the activist’s young age, which this time is combined with
a description of her achievements, expending on the title phrase (student driving a locomotive).
Thunberg now appears as more mature through the use of the Arabic lexeme 31: “girl, young wom-
an’ (see https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A9/),
consistent in her actions, a fighter for climate affairs who speaks freely with her own voice.
The leader’s image is emphasised by expressions marked with political stylistics (take over
world leadership, mission). The process of the development of Greta’s personality is built
on the level of text composition by two juxtaposed paragraphs, based on the opposition of
the past and the present:

Sl s Jsa A Ly gm0 Ay pall o puri Sy cpnll Gl B ) 5aY) (g I G 5 < 2019 by A Sl (IS
Lty 152 Lile 16 and) (g 2210 L8 Casal 85 13 (o dasl (SWal (8 in s Lg sl e 5 epual) o i i s (b
Sl Jal e (omaall Gl Yy Lagd
Ol geail) 5 s g Lgland Cpal () Canlind cy je 8 Baniall aedl Al pliall Aady 5 jalkhe 8 S LS Ladie (¥
Agalle 5 allh g a0 o)l Led (sl e

[It was in January 2019, and there was a lot that happened since then. The way in which the climate
debate goes on has changed, in Thunberg’s homeland, in Sweden, throughout Europe and even
further away. A sixteen-year old girl has played a leading role in what began as a ‘school strike
for the climate’.

Now, when she participated in the protest in the UN Climate Change Summit in Madrid, she needs
a guarantee of protection from curious crowds and those who wish her well. Because Thunberg
is a true global phenomenon.]

The contrast is accented by the opposition of the Arabic adjectives 2l and <lle
(‘school’ and ‘global’). The process of development is also highlighted by the numerical
selection of data:
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A ey Al 3 collail a8 g alladl J g gl (g dpand) 8 Ladaig U Jiasall Jaf (g qadd) ol ol jallan cimpual
i Ly g ) sl 3 pads (sale 14 @llia OIS ¢ 5l D0 By YY) AS L BaY a3 (alail) i

[The Fridays for the Future manifestations became a regular event in many cities around the
world. They started with the participation of hundreds of people, which later became thousands.
On 20 September there were 1.4 million people on the streets of Germany alone.]

The significance of those actions is emphasised by the description of the reactions of
world politicians and international institutions:

Flall &Y A e i L IS @l _ataall (b sl jea JS jae 2 el

1SS Cpan aladl Ay (8 agie QB llin (S 45l V) ¢ S5 Loy Tanmy a3 ol lall) ilel a1 o 05 0880 iy Laig s
GBY) e i calS sl () saiing

Lz ) saa aleal (¥ 52 08 Vosmysl s Y1 A shall sauaal) sl Jaladis 3 jlaall 38 5e ) Fluall Jaml il
Aldal) < gl s sY) a3yl

[Merkel admitted openly that the demonstrations had affected the policy of climate protection.
Despite the fact that many think that German actions have not gone far enough, at the beginning
of the year, there were few who believed that they would be undertaken at all.

The climate came to the centre of attention. The new President of the European Commission, Ursula
von der Leyen, plans to make it the centre of activity of the European Union in the years to come.]

description of support shown by the world famous:

Laddivne & ) 5 505 o Jlstise ) ey o Basiall Y Sl ) s oaall ey Aoy ouallaW) ¢ 53 W p2 & e
A )5 i) (S aY) Jieall Led juai A Lgmaa s Al )gS 5l

[Greta Thunberg crossed the Atlantic on a sailing ship to reach the United States, and then she came
to Montreal from New York using an electric car which was left at her disposal by the American
actor Arnold Schwarzenegger.]

citing scientific authorities:

€l allall 3 s A 53300 () (g2 AaallS Jeal) oo FLl slale a8 Hisy (oAl Gl 8 sy 1 S
LIS Sasia o 0ms — 0 el sl By s

[All that is happening while climatologists keep warning that, as usual, business will have increased
the global temperature by 4°C by the end of the century, leading then to a disaster.]

and providing data:

Al (5 ¢ gualall aladl JMA Conii ) 38 5 581 258 511 (3 ya e Al (50 SN 2l 6 i) o lagaaa U 3 Y s
a1 ol ) 535 igh 5 Gl (3 s2aBY) saill () s dagladil 5 oLEY) a8 ) 53 Y sl 38U ) il 3o lass

[It remains true that carbon dioxide emissions from burning fossil fuels increased in the last year,

that new coal-fired power stations are still being built and planned, and that the economic growth
in China and India leads to higher emissions.]
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Thunberg’s image is completed by paraphrases of her statements:

2020 & A IS8 (ol o) Gelbia¥) b el duall) el el ) clilesl (mid cpy 4 e canad S8()
L) Lale 2232020 ) lld

[(...) she emphasised that emissions of greenhouse gases (which cause global warming) should be
reduced significantly in 2020. She said that 2020 would be a crucial year.]

This time, they are not limited only to the description and assessment of facts, but they
are also in the character of forecasts or even recommendations.

The article adds point to another contrasting juxtaposition of present and future facts,
linking the whole text.

glaial Jsf e gnale ye 3 (5800 2020 <l 20 by cdiall by ¥ e ) Wadte duas ¢ i g8 Jéinig
sl Glal )z A Was ey 43 Cald
Cun clgiul 53 e ple 83018 3la) el anys ol seS s o Apns el Ol gt caie 17 s elld (e ol 8 (ST

Gloas 5 dgalle zladial S callal 5 bl Jysi 53 < las oladV) OIS 8 ol Jasdll 8 DA @ ja
Aol g i 250 ol ol e @S e “al” Alaas alall dpads il e

[Thunberg will celebrate her seventeenth birthday on January 3, and on September 20, 2020, two
years will have passed since she protested in front of the Swedish parliament for the first time.
But a couple of days earlier, on August 17, summer vacation will have come to an end in Stock-
holm. After her one-year break from school, during which she crossed the Atlantic Ocean in both
directions, almost won a Nobel prize, started a global protest movement, and was named the Person
of the Year by the United States news magazine Time, Thunberg decided to go back to school.]

GRETA AND HER OPPONENTS

Naming Greta Thunberg a “symbol of political struggle”, as cited above, does not only
place her in the role of a “fighter for a cause” — the word “struggle” suggests the presence
of opponents.

In the article discussed entitled Great demonstration of support for the climate goes along
the streets of Montreal (https://www.hespress.com/international/445680.html) representatives
of the governmental circles of Canada, who are criticised by Thunberg, appear as her opponents.

dal e san @lela) Olel Laany 3 p3all 53558 Gla ¢35l Guty LEAT (08 b 2] dlan 5 a3 Lais
gty g AL Rmandl D (IS5 8 pmat A Nia a4 S Judy LS i)

il g i 8l 5 (Sl el sl) i ) Al Ao S8 e (Lele 16) § st Uiy e g2 ol £l 138 (<)
Ao 91 580 Ja (e “R8IS 13 sen Jig o7 3558 ) el U

[As the manifestations take place in Canada, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau mingled with the crowd
after he announced new actions for the environment, as he did almost since the beginning of the
week. He met with the Swedish activist on Friday.

The meeting, however, has not discouraged Greta Thunberg (16 years old) from criticising the
environmental policy of the Canadian Prime Minister, and in the press statement before the dem-
onstration she said that Trudeau ‘had not made enough effort’ for the planet.]
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The activist’s statement is a counterpoint to the description of ostensible actions of the

government:
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[The young woman told AFP: ‘We are here for our future and to show our government that we are
a majority who wants to do something’.]

A reference to Greta’s direct confrontation with her opponent can be found in a press

release of December 13, 2019 (https://www.hespress.com/varieties/453165.html), which
describes Thunberg’s reaction to a post the President of the United States addressed to her.
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[The president of the USA Donald Trump mocked the fact that the climate activist Greta Thunberg
(16 years old) was chosen the Person of the Year by the United States news magazine Time.

‘So ridiculous,” Trump tweeted, adding that ‘Greta must work on her anger management problem,
then go to a good old fashioned movie with a friend! Chill Greta, Chill!’

Thunberg responded to Trump’s tweet by changing cleverly her Twitter profile to say that she was
‘a teenager working on her anger management problem. Currently chilling and watching a good
old fashioned movie with a friend.’]

The way the facts presented are interpreted is clearly indicated by the adverb “cleverly”

in describing the activist’s response.

The rise of controversies around the figure of Thunberg is noted by the authors of the

feature Icon of climate (https://www.hespress.com/sciences-nature/454681.html).
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[Everyone knows now the face of the Swedish girl who is a star for millions of people, whereas
others perceive her demands as madness.

Thunberg causes a dissonance. Despite being praised by many, among others the former president
of the USA Barack Obama, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Pope Francis, Leonardo DiCaprio
and Arnold Schwarzenegger, she has no support from the President of the USA Donald Trump,
who repeatedly questioned whether climate change could be regarded as real, and if so, if it in
fact had been caused by people.]
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Who Is Greta Thunberg? Echoes of the World Climate Discussion...

A clear answer from Thunberg herself is provided in one of the articles quoted above:
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[Answering the question of the criticism, the activist Greta Thunberg said that she considered it
‘flattery’.]

There is a humorous allusion in the feature From Rome to Bangkok... flight with the
Vatican Pope (OJS8&) WL ae dyon ds ) | S ) Ly s, https://www.hespress.com/inter-
national/454687.html), a relation from Pope Francis’ trip published on 28 December 2019,
signed with the name of a correspondent from Italy. The following fragment can be found as
the punchline for the description of the procedures of papal flights:
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[In the new year, the Pope is planning distant journeys to South Sudan, Iraq and Indonesia. He is
not likely to go to those countries by ship, like the icon of the struggle against climate change, the
young Swedish activist Greta Thunberg. |

The name Thunberg becomes an element of an implicature of a kind, which requires the
knowledge of the current social context in order to be interpreted correctly.

CONCLUSIONS

The image of Thunberg is evolving dynamically along with changing social circumstances
and her growing role in the international arena — from the ‘Swedish girl’, an organiser of the
school strike, through the ‘activist’ of the climate movement up to ‘global icon’. A reflection
of the changes in the character presentation are linguistic devices, such as the appearance
of nouns denoting the subsequent stages of physical, mental and social development, more
frequent use of marked adjectives, the appearance of the Thunberg person first in the rheme
and then in the theme of the speech (which also translates into sentence syntax). The surname
‘Thunberg’ — initially requiring some explanation, begins to function as a known one, and
reference to biographical facts which are not explicitly indicated does not disturb the trans-
parency of the text. The character image change is influenced not only by the language of
the press releases, but also by their form — from short notes to extended columns with their
diverse narrative form.

The name of Greta Thunberg appears in the Internet Moroccan journal Hespress, both in
original articles, signed with the names of magazine correspondents, as well as in news based
on the accounts of world news agencies. The discourse of Hespress reproduces the common
context of the news appearing on Greta Thunberg, associating her name with activity for
climate protection. The Hespress discourse is somehow a cliché of Western media rhetoric,
but in only one of its aspects.
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On the international scene, Greta’s figure is depicted in the positive convention of sup-
port for the activist’s actions, both through her direct description, as well as reference to the
views she propagates. What draws attention in Greta’s image is her young age, which con-
trasts with her mature views, courageous statements, consistent actions and significance of
her achievements. Examples of context judgement (description of facts, quoted statements)
constitute an inherent element of image creation. The echoes of the controversies aroused in
the world discussion appear most of all in the reporting convention, informing third parties
of facts and views. Here again it is clear that the authors definitely favour the activist both
directly, which is mainly visible in the lexical aspect, when marked expressions are used, and
indirectly, which shows among others in text composition when the actions and statements
of Greta and her opponents are contrasted.

In the context of local news, Greta’s figure motivates events, authorising in a way the
actions of activists.

The texts presented in Hespress seem to be not only informative but most of all intentional
in nature. And it is not merely about promoting the idea of environmental protection, an idea
that fits into the image of modern society (see ‘Correlation Function of Mass Media’, McQuail
1994: 79). We can expect that such an explicit presentation of the activist’s image suits the
speaker’s role of an independent source of information, which is sensitive to current social
dilemmas and, most of all, opposes the broadly defined “system”. This could of course raise
questions about the condition of the independent press in Arab countries.

In the report on media freedom in Morocco Les Médias En Ligne Au Maroc Et Le Jour-
nalisme Citoyen: Analyse Des Principales Limites A Un Environnement Favorable (2017: 12)
Jesus Garcia Luengos and Laurence Thieux note that some online media ‘like Lakome 2, Le
Desk, Badil or even Hespress’, are considered by several experts as “independent”, while
others state they are actually not.

In reality, these press articles with definite “educational implications”, despite containing
elements of criticism of power, do not conflict with official government policy. The criticism
of power is basically a critique of global mechanisms, and not criticism of the rulers of the
country. It indicates global problems affecting developed and developing countries and makes
them aware of the need to solve them quickly. Official state policy also goes in this direction.

Interestingly, the comments of Internet users placed under one of the articles show
a more polarised assessment of the figure of Greta, suggesting — similarly to the main trends
in the world criticism — that she has been manipulated, or accusing the activist of pursuing
a career. The assessment of the public and analysis of feedback remains, however, an issue
for further research.
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Protection de I’environnement: I’expérience du Maroc présentée au Panama.

KIM JEST GRETA THUNBERG — ECHA SWIATOWEJ DYSKUSJI KLIMATY CZNEJ
W DYSKURSIE MAROKANSKICH MEDIOW NIEZALEZNYCH

Artykut jest probg ukazania oddzwigku, jaki w arabskich mediach niezaleznych wywotuje $wiatowa dyskusja
wokot postaci szwedzkiej dziataczki na rzecz klimatu Grety Thunberg, zdobywczyni tytutu Cztowieka Roku
2019 tygodnika ,,Time”. Wykorzystujac narz¢dzia analizy dyskursu, badania koncentruja si¢ gtéwnie wokot
sposobu kreowania wizerunku aktywistki w kontekscie roli spotecznej, jaka przyjmuja internetowe media pra-
sowe jako nadawca wiadomosci, obejmujac ptaszczyzng jezykowa, przekazywania idei i spotecznych interakcji.
Przedmiotem analizy sa wiadomosci prasowe pojawiajace si¢ na arabskojezycznych stronach marokanskiego
portalu informacyjnego Hespress (od kilku lat znajdujacego si¢ w czotéwce najczesciej odwiedzanych przez
marokanska spoteczno$¢ internetowa stron www), zamykajace si¢ w okresie od 27 wrzesnia do 29 grudnia
2019 roku.
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