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Abstract. Rural-urban movements from poor rural areas to rich urban areas have been the dominant form of 

migration. A sharp increase in rural-urban migration is stated in recent years in Tangerang, Indonesia, and Hat 

Yai, Thailand. One of the important changes in internal movements in Indonesia and Thailand have been the rise 

in the participation of women in migration streams that were previously dominated by men. For studying the 

causes and effects of women migration, 200 female migrant vendors in Tangerang and 96 in Hat Yai were 

surveyed, 20 biographical interviews were recorded. Important differences in both study areas were in the 

proximity of the urban centres. In Tangerang, long-distance migration dominated, in contrast to the short-

distance migration in Hat Yai. The start of the migration was slightly shorter in Hat Yai. The influencing decision 

makers showed wide differences. In Tangerang, the influence of the male-dominated society was strong, and 

husbands were the most important decision maker, while in Hat Yai females’ own decisions dominated. The 

information sources for migration were families, relatives and friends, whereas mass media played a minor role. 

The pull and push factors for migration differed in both study areas.  Prospects were namely at first place in both 

study areas, but in different percentages. Remittances to the families were reported from a few number.  The 

rural-urban migration and working as street food vendors had positive effects for the women, their families and 

relatives, but the agricultural production in rural areas can be hampered through the decrease of younger 

population. 
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Introduction 

Over the last decade, attention has been given to international migration. More recently, internal 

migration in general and rural-urban migration, in particular, was viewed favourably in the literature.  

Several studies indicate that internal migration is a driver of growth and an important route out of 

poverty with significant positive impacts on people’s livelihoods and well-being (Murrugarra E. et al., 

2011; Hossain E., 2001; Siddiqui T., 2003; Sukamdi Mujahid G., 2015). 

Internal migrants in Indonesia constitute a significant population. Nearly 9.8 million individuals 

were estimated to be temporary internal migrants in 2010 against merely 450.601 people migrating 

internationally for work in 2012 (Ananta A. and Arifin E. N., 2014).  In Thailand, according to the 

2010 Thailand Population and Housing Census, 8.3% of the Thai population had migrated internally 

during the previous five years, and overall 21.8% of the population did not live in their hometown 

(National Statistical Office, 2010). 

The rural-urban migration trend in Indonesia can be explained by a number of so-called push and 

pull factors (Wadji N. et al., 2017). While the demand for labour in urban centres is the main pull 

factor for people to move from rural to urban area, Tirtosudarmo (2009), Susanti and Damayanti 

(2015), and Sukamdi and Mujahid (2015) summarize the main push factors of internal migration in 

Indonesia as being the decrease of job availability in agricultural sectors, working matters, a desire 

to rejoin family members, marriage, the search for better economic opportunities, and access to 

education. 

In Thailand, according to Amere et al. (2012), the lack of employment in rural areas, following 

family and educational opportunities are push factors which have driven people to migrate to urban 
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areas. Wongchai et al. (2012) reported that the search for better job opportunities instead of farming 

is a factor that significantly affects the migration of farmers in northern Thailand. 

One of the important changes in internal population movements in Indonesia and Thailand have 

been the rise in the participation of women in migration streams that were previously dominated by 

men.  According to Sukamdi and Mujahid (2015), there are more female migrants in Indonesia then 

male migrants among married, divorced and widowed migrants, particularly of younger groups 

(15-34 years).  The Thai Migration Survey of 2012 found that the number of women in Thailand's 

internal migration was lower than in other countries in Southeast Asia, including Indonesia. 

Notwithstanding, according to the National Statistics Office (2010) almost half of Thailand's internal 

migration flows were women (47.8 %). So, the increasing number of women in internal migration 

streams is occurring in both countries and led to a “feminisation of internal migration”. 

The aims of the study were to investigate the causes and effects of woman rural-urban migration 

amongst  female street food vendors in Tangerang, Indonesia, and Hat Yai, Thailand, and to compare 

the situation in both countries. These cities had high inflows of rural-urban migrants over the past 

decades: Tangerang in the province of Banten, Java, Indonesia, and Hat Yai in the Songkhla province, 

South Thailand. Since the early 2000s, both cities are a prominent destination for rural migrants, 

either for short or long-term migration.  Tangerang and Hat Yai grew into central urban settlements 

along the massive development of industries, tourism, and trades. 

The research was conducted in the end of 2017 and beginning of 2018. A standardized 

questionnaire with socio-economic data, pattern and process of migration, history of business 

activities, actual situation and economic impact, opportunities and problems were conducted as well 

as biographical interviews. Interviewers filled the questionnaires in the local languages and recorded 

20 oral biographical interviews (14 in Tangerang, 6 in Hat Yai), which were made on the basis of 

guidelines.  Afterwards they were transcribed. Some findings of them about the causes and effects 

of the rural-urban migration are presented following. 

Research results and discussion 

Approximately a double number of women had participated in Tangerang (200) in comparison to 

Hat Yai (96). 175 of the Indonesian females and 64 of the Thai females were married,. The age-

groups of 20 to 50 years old-women made up the dominant group with 72.5 % in Tangerang and 

76.1 % in Hat Yai. The average respondents’ age was higher in Hat Yai (Table 1). 

Table 1 

Female migrants´ age structure, in % 

Age-groups 
years  

Tangerang, 
n=200 

Hat Yai, 
n=96 

Total, 
n=296 

<20 0.5 1.0 2.0 

21 - 30 14.5 24.0 17.6 

31 - 40 28.5 32.3 29.7 

41 - 50 29.5 19.8 26.4 

51 - 60 19.5 15.6 18.2 

> 60   5.5 7.3   6.1 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Mean ± SD 
42.58 ± 
11.31 

40.35 ± 
12.31 

41.86 ± 
11.67 

Source: Field work conducted in 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 
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In Tangerang, most women came from certain rural communities in the island of Java (Table 2). 

Nearly 38.5 % migrants from Central Java travelled long distances to reach Tangerang. The 

improvement of transportation and communication had changed the movements. These findings 

could be found similar in the literature which is discussed by Deshingkar (2006) and Sukamdi and 

Mujahid (2015). Deshingkar (2006) mentioned that rural-urban migrants cover greater distances, 

often travelling to different states/regions than rural-rural movements with short distances. Sukamdi 

and Mujahid (2015) showed that long-distance migration in Indonesia increased between the 1990s 

and 2000s, which was driven by faster inter-provincial transportation linkages. The research also 

indicated that the number of short-distance migrations declined.  

Table 2 

Places of origin of Tangerang’s migrants, n=200 

Provinces Frequency Percent (%) 

Central Java 77 38.5 

West Java 47 23.5 

Sumatra 21 10.5 

East Java 20 10.0 

Jakarta 16 8.0 

Banten 10 5.0 

Kalimantan 5 2.5 

Yogyakarta 3 1.5 

Others 1 0.5 

Total 200 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 

In Hat Yai, short distance migration dominated.  Half of the in-migrants to Hat Yai reported that 

they were born in Songkhla province, while 11.5 %, 5.2 %, and 4.2 % respectively came from 

Pattani, Patthalung and Satun (Table 3). This is in line with the results from Jampaklay et al. (2017), 

which states that in Southern Thailand the migration movement is relatively close to the rural areas 

in shorter distances. Short distances and ease transportation are the main pull factors for rising of 

rural-urban migrant in Hat Yai areas. 

Table 3 

Places of origin of Hat Yai’s migrants, n=96 

Provinces Frequency Percent (%) 

Songkla 48 50.0 

Others 13 13.5 

Pattani 11 11.5 

Nakhon Si Thammarat 7 7.3 

Patthalung 5 5.2 

Narathiwat 4 4.2 

Satun 4 4.2 

Bangkok 2 2.1 

Yala 2 2.1 

Total 96 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 
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In terms of migration duration, a high proportion of the migrants had long settled in both study 

areas, with a higher average in Tangerang with 16.8 % compared with 14.8 % in Hat Yai. 

The majority of the migrants came to Tangerang more than 20 years ago (33.5 %), to Hat Yai 

with 27.4 %. The shorter migration between one and five years has the second highest percentage 

in Hat Yai (24.2 %) compared with 23.5 % between six and ten years in Tangerang (Table 4). 

Table 4 

Start of migration, in % 

Years 
Tangerang 

n=200 
HatYai 
n=91 

<1 4.0 3.3 

1–5 9.0 24.2 

6–10 23.5 15.4 

11–15 13.0 15.4 

16–20 17.0 14.3 

>20 33.5 27.4 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 

In Hat Yai, more than half (53.8 %) of the respondents migrated on their own decision. For 

19,8 %, the husbands were dominant for migrating decision. Relatives, parents and friends were 

decision makers for the residual women. In contrast, in Tangerang the husbands were decision 

makers in 48.5 % of cases. Only 26 % of respondents had left their place of origin or previous place 

of residence on their own decision (Table 5). 

Table 5 

Decision makers for migration, in % 

Who made the decision to migrate?  
Tangerang 

n=200 
Hat Yai 
n=91 

Self-determined 26.0 53.8 

Relatives 14.5 12.1 

Parents 7.0 6.6 

Friends 4.0 4.4 

Husband 48.5 19.8 

Spouse - 3.3 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 

Bell (2013) found that roughly nine-in-ten or more (93 %) of Indonesian Muslim women said that 

wives must obey their husbands. Therefore, many women migrants, after they had married, followed 

their husbands, including for migration decision. Initially, women in Tangerang did not migrate to 

Tangerang as their first move from their place of origin, but to other destinations, such as Jakarta or 

Bandung.  Tangerang became the last move for migrants when their husbands chose to migrate to 

Tangerang for helping the family. In cases of married women, the influence of the husband on their 

decision was predominant.  If the husband disapproved of the migration, their wives less likely tended 

to migrate or stop migrating. Nearly half of the interviewed women migrants in Tangerang claimed 

that the decision to move to urban centres was mostly made by their husband. About 26 % of 

respondents in Tangerang had left their place of origin on their own personal decision, which was 

relatively low compared to those who moved based on their husband’s decision. Some women may 
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have decided to move on their own to Tangerang because they were involved in occupations and got 

a job offer from their relatives, which led them to migrate to Tangerang. 

In Hat Yai, even though the survey indicated that the women decided they wanted to migrate by 

themselves, their decision was not totally independent.  In the interviews, most of them reported 

the decision to migrate on their own with the consent of their parents before migration and in some 

cases, parents even encouraged their children to migrate and sometimes helped to fund the 

transportation costs. This decision mainly occurred when migration from the village was primarily 

motivated by the need to ensure the survival of rural households. 

In order to make the final decision to move to any area, migrants often got to know the place in 

advance through many sources of information.  The available sources played an important role in 

the process of migration. Table 6 shows that a higher percentage, 46.4% in Tangerang and 55.6% 

in Hat Yai respectively, had obtained information about the conditions of the destination through 

friends and relatives. 

Table 6 

Sources of information to migrate, in % 

Sources  
Tangerang 

n = 200  
Hat Yai 
n = 91 

Friends and relatives 46.4 55.6 

Mass media 3.3 6.9 

Previous visit 18.6 12.5 

Family members 30.1 25.0 

Others 1.6 - 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 

Between both study areas, similarities and differences could be seen in the reasons for migration. 

Push factors for migration were poverty and unemployment and insufficient farming income. They 

were mentioned in similar frequency in both study areas, but better prospects dominated in Hat Yai 

(50.4 %) compared to Tangerang (29.1 %). To find jobs and migration opportunities for other family 

members and married women following husband were the indicators of pull factors (28.0 % in 

Tangerang, 15.8 % in Hat Yai) (Table 7). 

Table 7 

Reasons for migration, in %, multiple answers possible 

Reasons  
Tangerang 

n=200 
Hat Yai 
n=91 

Poverty and unemployment 14.6 13.9 

Better prospects 29.1 50.4 

To find jobs and migration opportunities for other family 
members 

18.5 12.9 

Insufficient farming income 2.4 5.0 

Married and followed husband 28.0 15.8 

Others 7.5 2.0 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 

Several studies reported that migration varies depending on economic and non-economic factors 

(Lewis G., 1982; Todaro M. P., 1997). All factors for migration are included in two broad 

classifications as push and pull factors (World Bank, 2009). The results have revealed that poverty, 
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job searching, insufficient farming income and lack of education facilities were the main push factors 

for out-migration, while at the place of destination, the availability of employment, better 

opportunity, married and followed husband and search for better education were the main pull factors 

behind migration. Education of the migrants and their occupation at the place of origin were related 

with the push factors of the migrants. Poverty was found to be the main push factor for illiterates 

and moderately educated migrants, job searching was the main push factor among the migrants 

having graduate-level education or higher one. To conclude, urban pull factors are more contributing 

to rural-urban migration than push factors. 

Previous studies had also shown that most people moved out of their home of origin for economic 

reasons. Wajdi et al. (2017) found that one of the economic factors for inter-regional migration in 

Indonesia was likely related to search for better prospect opportunities. This study, therefore, lent 

support to the UNESCO research on internal migration in Southeast Asia. UNESCO (2017) found that 

the majority of migrants in Southeast Asia considered that getting employment was the main 

motivation for migration. 

The survey results of this study also confirmed the theories by Todaro (1997). He stated that 

rural-urban migration nowadays to large extent can be explained by economic factors than non-

economic factors.  In Indonesia, rural-urban migration also most often took place as a response to 

economic factors rather than non-economic factors (Susanti & Damayanti, 2015). Susanti and 

Damyanti explained that working matters were the major reasons for migration of the majority of 

people. 

The results of a fewer number of participants show the support of families and relatives through 

remittances. The main recipients of remittances were the parents, 53.8 % in Tangerang and 53.1 % 

in Hat Yai respectively, followed by women´s children (26.4 % and 25 %) (Table 8). 

Table 8 

Recipients of remittances, in %, multiple answers possible 

Recipients of migrants’ remittances  
Tangerang 

n = 96 
Hat Yai 
n = 18 

Parents 53.8 53.1 

Children 26.4 25.0 

Relatives 19.8 21.9 

Total 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 

The interviews show that women in Hat Yai visited their hometown more regularly hence the 

shortfall in the proportion of cash remitted to the place of origin. In respect of the amount of 

remittances, the difference per transfer at present and when the vendors started the business in Hat 

Yai and Tangerang is meaningful. As noted, the end use of remittance for the receiving household is 

related with basic necessities such as food and human capital (education). Remittances are a positive 

outcome of migration.  Remittances, the portion of a migrant worker’s earnings sent back from the 

destination of employment to the origin of the migrant, play a central role in the livelihood of many 

households in rural areas.  Amuedo-Dorantes et al. (2007); Quartey and Blankson (2004) and Adger 

et al. (2002) stated that migrant remittances have played an important role in the economic 

development, social resilience and the improvement of household welfare in many developing 

countries. The present evidence was expected in the view of the fact that most women in Tangerang 

and Hat Yai still had an emotional connection to their place of origin by entrusting a part of their 
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income to their parents, both for daily needs and other necessities. These findings are rather similar 

to those suggested by Ranathunga (2011). He found that in Sri Lanka, the majority of the rural-

urban migrants remitted monthly their money to their home places where nearly one-third of the 

remittances were used for the investment purpose of education and farm work. In line with the 

results before, in Lesotho, the majority of households received remittances frequently and regularly 

at least once a month from their family in urban areas (Crush J. B. et al., 2010).  Adaawen and 

Owusu (2013) stated almost four in five of the migrants in Ghana remitted money in less than three 

months interval. 

60.8 % of 96 women in Tangerang were likely to send money monthly, around 10.2 % three 

times per year, and 7.2 % two times a year, while the majority (77.8 %) of women in Hat Yai sent 

their remittances to home monthly and about 16.7 % six times a year (Table 9). The amount of 

money sent to home varies among them. The actual remittances were a bit higher than when women 

had just opened their businesses. In Hat Yai, only 18 women answered on the question about the 

amount. The average amount of remittances when the vendors had started the business was lower. 

Table 9 

Frequency of remittances, in % 

Frequency of remittances 
Tangerang 

n = 96 
Hat Yai 
n = 18 

> 12 times a year 5.2 - 

Monthly 60.8 77.8 

6 times a year 6.2 16.7 

4 times a year 5.2 - 

3 times a year 10.2 5.5 

2 times a year 7.2 - 

Once a year 5.2 - 

Total  100.0 100.0 

Source: Field work conducted 2017-2018, authors’ compilation 

Conclusions, proposals, recommendations 

Rural-urban movements from poor rural areas to rich urban areas have been the dominant form 

of migration. There has been a sharp increase in rural-urban migration in recent years, including 

Tangerang and Hat Yai. A high proportion of women street food vendors have settled for a number 

of years but they are closely connected to their origin and families. In Hat Yai, the connection is more 

intensive through the short distances than in Tangerang. In Tangerang, a stronger influence of 

husbands on the migration decision was found. Many women support the families at home with 

remittances. But mostly, they will not come back to their places of origin. 

The migration of women had an implication on the agricultural production because the youthful 

labour force, which were supposed to cultivate the farmland, migrate to the urban centres.  As a 

result, agricultural production in rural areas can be hampered and adversely affected because of the 

dominance of labour by old ages in rural areas. 
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