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Abstract 

The study presents the legal requirements concerning the quality of wastewater discharged to waterbodies 
and to soil after treatment in household wastewater treatment plants located in agglomerations or outside them. 
The procedure of stopping the operation of a household treatment plant that doesn't meet the statutory wastewa-
ter treatment efficiency was presented. The decision ordering to stop the use of a household wastewater treat-
ment plant has to be preceded by a decision ordering to take measures to limit its adverse impact on the envi-
ronment. The clarification procedure has to determine the adverse impact on the environment in a doubtless 
manner and it has to be reflected in the documentation. The assessment of adverse impact should take into ac-
count the binding standards of use of the environment. Stopping the operation of a household wastewater treat-
ment plant may result in issuing a decision ordering the user to connect to the sanitary sewage system. 

Key words: administrative decision, agglomeration, household wastewater treatment plant, sanitary sewage, 
stopping the operation of installation, wastewater treatment efficiency  

INTRODUCTION 

The protection of waters against the results of 
discharge of insufficiently treated municipal sewage 
results from the implementation of the Directive con-
cerning urban wastewater treatment [Directive 
91/271/EEC] to Polish law, which should lead to 
achieving at least a good water condition as required 
by the Framework Water Directive [Directive 
2000/60/EC] The ordinance of the Minister of Envi-
ronment, issued in 2014, laying down conditions for 
the introduction of sewage into water bodies or soil 
and laying down the list of substances particularly 
harmful to water environments [Rozporządzenie Mi-

nistra Środowiska… 2014] has tightened the rules for 
discharging municipal wastewater to water or to the 
soil. This applies to all wastewater treatment plants, 
including household systems, that exist in the ag-
glomeration area (agglomeration as defined in Art. 43, 
item 2 point 1 of the Water Law Act, established pur-
suant to Art. 43, item 2a by a resolution of the voi-
vodeship council [Ustawa “Prawo wodne” 2001]. 

The Order [Rozporządzenie Ministra Środowi-
ska… 2014], among others, imposes the obligation to 
increase the removal of biogenic substances on all 
wastewater treatment plants located in agglomerations 
exceeding 10 000 PE, regardless of the size of the 
facility. As far as wastewater treatment plants located 
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outside the borders of agglomerations are concerned, 
the requirements concerning the conditions of waste-
water discharge related to total nitrogen and phospho-
rus were tightened [Ministerstwo Środowiska 2014]. 
For household wastewater treatment plants the Order 
[Rozporządzenie Ministra Środowiska… 2014] intro-
duces two groups of standards: one (less restrictive) 
for systems located outside agglomerations and an-
other one (more restrictive) for household wastewater 
treatment plants located in agglomerations. This re-
sults in a situation where certain types of household 
treatment plants (located in agglomerations) will have 
difficulties achieving the required quality standards of 
treated wastewater and thus their operation may be 
stopped by way of administrative decision.  

The aim of this paper is to discuss the problems 
with achieving (maintaining) the statutory quality 
standards for wastewater discharged to waters or to 
soil from household wastewater treatment plants and 
to analyse instances when it is necessary to initiate 
proceedings to stop the operation of such facilities. 

EFFECTIVENESS OF WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT IN HOUSEHOLD 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS 

The concentration of pollutants in domestic 
wastewater treated in household treatment plants is 
characterised by high variability. According to litera-
ture, average concentrations of pollutants vary within 
the range BOD5 190–400 (max. 500) mg O2⋅dm–3, 
COD 360–430 (max. 800) mg O2·dm–3, total suspend-
ed solid 210–367 (max. 583) mg·dm–3, total nitrogen 
40-80 (max. 92) mg N·dm–3, total phosphorus 7–15 
(max. 20) mg P·dm–3 [HEIDRICH 1998; HEIDRICH et al. 
2008; HEIDRICH, STAŃKO 2007; HEIDRICH, WITKOW-
SKI 2005; ŁOMOTOWSKI, SZPINDOR 1999]. On the oth-
er hand, the operational efficiency of household 
wastewater treatment plants is defined as the percent-
age of the reduction of pollutants, expressed, among 
others, by organic matter (i.e. BOD5, COD, total sus-
pended solid) and biogenes (i.e. total nitrogen and 
phosphorus). 

For smaller systems, where the flow of waste-
water usually does not exceed 5.0 m3·d–1, these re-
quirements apply mainly to the combined physical 
and biological treatment methods. Organic matter  
 

reduction may be achieved by means of controlling 
physical processes, such as sedimentation, flotation, 
filtration, while microorganisms proliferating in the 
activated sludge or in the biofilm will be responsible 
for the removal of biogenic substances. The complex-
ity of the applied methods should ensure the required 
degree of treatment, which is safe for the environ-
ment.  

The first indispensable equipment in local waste-
water treatment plants is the septic tank. It is quite 
often adapted from the existing holding tanks. As 
a flow tank of a large volume (min. 3.0 m3) it is re-
sponsible for the proper course of physical processes 
that result in the reduction of suspensions even up to 
80% and BOD5 to 70% [CHMIELOWSKI, BUGAJSKI 
2008; CHMIELOWSKI et al. 2011; SHARMA et al. 2016]. 
The treatment processes that occur in septic tanks are 
insufficient (especially for biogenic substances) to 
enable the introduction of wastewater directly to the 
receiver such as the soil or surface waters. Thus, in 
order to achieve the level of reduction required by 
law, the septic tank should be connected to elements 
that ensure biological treatment. 

In Poland, some of the most popular solutions for 
biological wastewater treatment are classic infiltration 
drainage systems and their modifications (such as 
mats or tunnels). The construction of the systems 
makes it impossible to control the processes that oc-
cur below the pipelines introducing wastewater to the 
soil, so it is difficult to claim that sewage parameters 
are kept on the discharge from this type of treatment 
plant. These systems are currently becoming undesir-
able or even banned in certain EU Member States, 
due, among others, to the problems resulting from the 
lack of control of their operation [BŁAŻEJEWSKI 2005; 
JÓŹWIAKOWSKI 2012b; JÓŹWIAKOWSKI et al. 2014; 
OBARSKA-PEMPKOWIAK et al. 2015b].  

An alternative for drainage are systems character-
ised by improved control over the treatment process, 
including both plant-soil systems (sand filters, plant-
soil deposits) and container systems with activated 
sludge or biofilm. Being more or less resistant to un-
even inflow of wastewater, they may be applied in 
complex water treatment conditions in areas without 
central sewage systems. They are also characterised 
by high efficiency in the reduction of organic matter 
(Tab. 1). 

Table 1. The range of average effectiveness (%) of sewage treatment in various types of household wastewater treatment plant 

Type of treatment plant BOD5 COD 
Total  

suspended 
solids 

Total  
nitrogen 

Total  
phosphorus Source 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
lack of possibility to control the efficiency of operation due to lack 
of possibility to collect samples of treated wastewater 

BŁAŻEJEWSKI 2005; JÓŹWIAKOWSKI 
2012a; JÓŹWIAKOWSKI et al. 2014; OBAR-
SKA-PEMPKOWIAK et al 2015b 

Infiltration drainage 

79.2–99.0 73.0–86.0 53.0–95.0 19.2–35.5 27.4–68.0 KALENIK, CHARKIEWICZ 2010*, 2013* 
Sand filter 97.0–98.9 79.3 84.8–93.4 83.8 57.1 CHMIELOWSKI et al. 2011; CHMIELOWSKI, 

WAŁĘGA 2009 
Biological deposits 83.0–96.3 83.0–93.0 73.8–92.0 32.1–42.0 20.0–97.3 MARZEC, JÓŹWIAKOWSKI 2006; JENSSEN et 

al. 2010; JÓŹWIAKOWSKI 2012b 



Operating household wastewater treatment plants in the light of binding quality standards… 33 

 © PAN in Warsaw, 2017; © ITP in Falenty, 2017; Journal of Water and Land Development. No. 32 (I–III) 

cont. Tab. 1 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Activated sludge 71.0–87.0 71.0–86.0 72.0–90.5 40.0–67.0 39.0–63.0 JÓŹWIAKOWSKI 2012a; MATAMOROS et al. 
2016 

horizontal flow 45.8–93.0 79.9–85.9 43.6–91.3 49.7–69.9 26.2–57.6 
vertical flow 78.5–98.1 53.1–91.5 29.1–93.5 13.4–82.3 1.9–68.2 

GAJEWSKA, OBARSKA-PEMPKOWIAK 2009; 
OBARSKA-PEMPKOWIAK et al. 2015a; b 

Soil-plant 
deposits 

hybrid flow 93.0–96.0 86.0–94.0 83.0–91.0 19.0–66.0 12.0–95.0 JÓŹWIAKOWSKI et al. 2015; OBARSKA-
PEMPKOWIAK et al. 2015b; PAING et al. 
2015 

Soil-plant deposits 95.0–98.8 74.0–90.6 34.0–71.0 84.0–97.6 98.9–99.1 CZYŻYK et al. 2012; PAWĘSKA, KUC-
ZEWSKI 2008 

Hydroponic deposit 96.0 – 73.5 42.0 52.0 BERGIER, WŁODYKA-BERGIER 2012 

* Research conducted on a test site constructed in the laboratory.  
Source: own elaboration. 

QUALITY STANDARDS FOR 
WASTEWATER DISPOSED INTO WATER 
BODIES OR SOIL FROM HOUSEHOLD 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS 

Pursuant to the Order of the Minister of Environ-
ment 2014 laying down conditions for the introduc-
tion of sewage into water bodies or soil and laying 
down the list of substances particularly harmful to 
water environments [Rozporządzenie Ministra Środo-
wiska… 2014], wastewater disposed from household 
wastewater treatment plants located outside agglom-
erations must meet the requirements listed in Table 2. 
Moreover, if wastewater is introduced into soil or wa-
ter units (within the limits of land owned by the op-
erator) its volume must not exceed 5.0 m3·d–1 and the 
highest usable level of ground waters must be located 
at least 1.5 m below the bottom of the water unit or 
place where wastewater is introduced to soil [Rozpo-
rządzenie Ministra Środowiska… 2014]. 

The quality of wastewater treated in household 
wastewater treatment plants located in agglomera- 
 
Table 2. Quality of wastewater disposed to the environment 
and originating from household wastewater treatment plants 
located outside agglomerations  

Receiver Indicator 
name 

Measure-
ment water bodies water units soil 

mg O2·dm–3 40 25 – BOD5 
min % of 
reduction – 70–90 20 

mg O2·dm–3 150 125 – COD 
min % of 
reduction – 75 – 

mg·dm–3 50 35 50 Total  
suspended 
solid 

min % of 
reduction – 90 – 

mg N·dm–3 30* 15* – Total  
nitrogen min % of 

reduction – – – 

mg P·dm–3 5* 2* – Total  
phosphorus min % of 

reduction – – – 

* Values required only for wastewater disposed to lakes and their 
tributaries and directly to artificial water reservoirs situated on 
running waters. 
Source: own elaboration based on §4 item 8, § 13 items 5 and 7 of 
order of the Minister of Environment [Rozporządzenie Ministra 
Środowiska… 2014]. 

tions, introduced to water bodies, water units and soil, 
depends on the size of the agglomeration (expressed 
in PE) where the treatment plants are located (Tab. 3). 
Moreover, if wastewater is introduced into soil or wa-
ter units (within the limits of land owned by the op-
erator) its volume must not exceed 5.0 m3·d–1 and the 
highest usable level of ground waters must be located 
at least 1.5 m below the bottom of the water unit or 
place where wastewater is introduced to soil [Rozpo-
rządzenie Ministra Środowiska… 2014].  

The Order of the Minister of Environment [Roz-
porządzenie Ministra Środowiska… 2014] also im-
poses the obligation to conduct analyses of waste-
water treatment efficiency, based on the physical and 
chemical composition of samples collected always at 
 
Table 3. Quality of wastewater disposed to the environment 
and originating from household wastewater treatment plants 
located in agglomerations  

Receiver:  
water bodies, water units, soil 

highest permissible values of pollution 
indicators or minimum percentage of 
reduction of pollutants for wastewater 
introduced to water bodies or to soil in 
agglomerations 

per PE agglomeration 

Indicator 
name 

Measure-
ment unit 

2 000–
9 999 

10 000–
14 999 

15 000–
99 999 

above 
100 000

mg O2·dm–3 25 25 15 15 BOD5 
min % of 
reduction 

70–90 70–90 90 90 

mg O2·dm–3 125 125 125 125 COD 
min % of 
reduction 

75 75 75 75 

mg·dm–3 35 35 35 35 Total  
suspended 
solid 

min % of 
reduction 

90 90 90 90 

mg N·dm–3 15* 15 15 10 Total  
nitrogen min % of 

reduction 
– 70–

80** 
70–80 70–80 

mg P·dm–3 2* 2 2 1 Total  
phosphorus min % of 

reduction 
– 80** 80 80 

* As under the Table 2. 
** The minimum percentage of reduction does not apply to waste-
water disposed to lakes and their tributaries, directly to artificial 
water reservoirs situated on running waters and to soil. 
Source: own elaboration based on §4 item 9, § 13 items 6 and 8, 
Appendix 3 of order of the Minister of Environment [Rozporządze-
nie Ministra Środowiska… 2014]. 
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the same location, at regular intervals. As far as 
household treatment plants are concerned, samples 
should be collected 4 times a year. However, if the 
analyses demonstrate that the degree of treatment is 
adequate, in subsequent years samples are collected 
only twice a year. One should return to analysing 
4 samples per year if the tests show that the degree of 
treatment is insufficient even once. 

A wider discussion of the legal aspects of the 
construction and operation of household wastewater 
treatment plants can be found, among others, in the 
works of JAWECKI et al. [2016a; b], PRYSZCZ, MRO-
WIEC [2015] BRZOSTOWSKI et al. [2008], BŁAŻEJE-
WSKI [2005]. 

STOPPING THE OPERATION 
OF HOUSEHOLD WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 

The analysis of operational effectiveness of 
household wastewater treatment plants (Tab. 1, 2) has 
demonstrated that in the upper limits of wastewater 
treatment efficiency all the discussed treatment plants 
may meet the requirements for wastewater introduced 
to soil from facilities located outside agglomerations. 
On the other hand, in the lower efficiency range stan-
dards for suspensions may not be fulfilled for land-
plant (vertical and horizontal flow) and soil-plant 
wastewater treatment plants (Tab. 1, 2). If wastewater 
is disposed into water units or water bodies, all dis-
cussed wastewater treatment plants may have difficul-
ties meeting the standards with respect to the lower 
ranges of treatment concerning the removal of sus-
pended solid. 

As far as household wastewater treatment plants 
located in agglomerations are concerned, all the ana-
lysed treatment plants may fail to meet the treatment 
standards with respect to lower values of treatment 
efficiency, due to low removal efficiency of sus-
pended solid, regardless of the size of agglomeration 
where they are located (Tab. 1, 3). However, for the 
upper values of treatment efficiency, most of the 
wastewater treatment plants may meet the require-
ments imposed on facilities located in agglomerations 
of PE 2000–9999, with the exception of hydroponic 
and soil-plant treatment plants, due to insufficient 
degree of suspended solid removal. For agglomera-
tions exceeding 10 000 PE, most of the analysed 
household wastewater treatment plants may meet the 
requirements concerning wastewater treatment effi-
ciency (both in the lower and upper ranges of treat-
ment efficiency), mainly due to excessively low level 
of total nitrogen and total phosphorus removal (Tab. 
1, 3).  

The comparison of wastewater treatment effi-
ciency in household wastewater treatment plants (Tab. 
1) with the quality standards for wastewater intro-
duced to water bodies and to soil (Tab. 2, 3) [Rozpor-
ządzenie Ministra Środowiska… 2014] may lead to 
the conclusion that some household wastewater 

treatment plants (in particular those located in ag-
glomerations) may fail to meet the requirements 
specified in the Order of The Minister of Environment 
[Rozporządzenie Ministra Środowiska… 2014]. Fail-
ure to meet the standards of wastewater treatment ef-
ficiency by household wastewater treatment plants 
may result in initiating the procedure to stop the op-
erations of such treatment plant. 

The operation of a household wastewater treat-
ment plant (of a flow rate up to 5.0 m3·d–1) does not 
require a permit, although it requires notifying the 
authorities about the operation (Art. 152, item 1, of 
the Polish Environmental Protection Act (hereinafter 
referred to as EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środo-
wiska” 2001], § 2 item 1 of the Order on the types of 
installations whose operation requires a notification 
[Rozporządzenie Ministra Środowiska... 2010]). The 
competent authority to receive such notification is the 
Commune Head, or the Mayor of a town or city (Art. 
378, item 3, point 3 EPA) and the notification should 
be submitted prior to commencing the operations of 
a household wastewater treatment plant. The com-
mune head or mayor of a town or city may, pursuant 
to Art. 154 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środo-
wiska” 2001] lay down the requirements of environ-
mental protection for the operation of the installation 
by way of a decision. This decision applies both to 
installations that require notification and to such that 
do not require a notification or a permit [BUKOWSKI et 
al. 2013], i.e. also to household wastewater treatment 
plants. The need to issue such decision is based on 
reasonable protection necessity resulting from techno-
logical or environmental conditions, etc., provided 
that they need to be justified adequately in the 
grounds for the decision. Such procedure is initiated 
only ex officio and it may apply both to already oper-
ating and planned investments (however only with 
respect to installations that require notification and 
after submission of such notification – only then may 
the influence of such installation be assessed and the 
environmental protection requirements may be deter-
mined) [BUKOWSKI et al. 2013]. However, if a natural 
person fails to comply with the terms and conditions 
of a decision issued pursuant to Art. 154 EPA, the 
environmental protection authority may issue a deci-
sion to stop the operation of such installation, pursu-
ant to Art. 368, item 1 [BUKOWSKI et al. 2013].  

The commune head or mayor of a town or city 
may also exercise the control of compliance with, and 
application, of the regulations on environmental pro-
tection (Art. 379 item 1 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochro-
ny środowiska” 2001]), where, as part of the inspec-
tion, it may, among others: require written or verbal 
information to the extent indispensable for identifying 
the actual state of matters (Art. 379 item 3 point 3 
EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowiska” 2001]), 
request access to documents and all data related to the 
issues covered by the inspection (Art. 379 item 3 
point 4 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowiska” 
2001]), such as the results of the quality analysis of 
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wastewater disposed from household wastewater 
treatment plant whose operation requires notification. 
If it is found that the wastewater disposed from 
a household wastewater treatment plant fails to meet 
the quality standards for wastewater introduced to 
water bodies or to soil [Rozporządzenie Ministra Śro-
dowiska… 2014], this constitutes the basis for the 
determination of that such installation has an adverse 
impact on the environment. 

As far as natural persons are concerned, the com-
petent authorities for issuing decisions with respect to 
negative environmental influence of a household 
wastewater treatment plant are, pursuant to Art. 363 
EPA, the head of the commune and the mayor of 
a town or city [II OSK 1380/10], provided that this 
applies only to natural persons who do not conduct 
economic activity or to cases where the use of the 
environment (e.g. wastewater disposal) does not re-
quire permits [IV SA/WA 2245/13]. Such competent 
authority, pursuant to Art. 363 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo 
ochrony środowiska” 2001] may, by way of a deci-
sion, order the natural person to take in a specific time 
measures to limit their adverse impact on the envi-
ronment [II SA/Gl 59/11; II OW 74/11] or, pursuant 
to Art. 368, item 2 EPA, by way of a decision, it may 
stop the use of the installation or equipment [II OW 
74/11]. The public administration authority, issuing 
a decision pursuant to Art. 363 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo 
ochrony środowiska” 2001] ordering to take specific 
measures, should apply the criteria specified in Art. 
31, item 3 of the Constitution of the Republic of Po-
land [Konstytucja Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej 1997] i.e. 
it should impose duties only when they are necessary 
and only to the necessary extent. It should also ana-
lyse whether it will achieve the intended result by 
imposing certain duties. The criterion that should be 
applied by the authority when imposing duties are 
environmental needs [BUKOWSKI et al. 2013]. It 
should be noted that proceedings conducted pursuant 
to Art. 363 and 368 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony 
środowiska” 2001] may only be initiated ex officio 
(Art. 375 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowiska” 
2001]) [IV SA/Wa 2245/13].  

The basis for the application of Art. 363 EPA 
[Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowiska” 2001] Is the 
determination of the state defined as “adverse impact 
on the environment” of the household wastewater 
treatment plant. This term refers to situations when 
the binding standards of the use of environment are 
violated [II SA/Gl 59/11; GRUSZECKI 2008]. Accord-
ing to GRUSZECKI [2008], “This means that if, as 
a result of actions of natural persons who do not con-
duct economic activity, soil or waters have been con-
taminated, then the executive authority of the com-
mune shall be obliged to issue a decision ordering 
them to take in a specific time measures to limit their 
adverse impact on the environment. However, if the 
administrative authority is unable to specify the es-
sence and the scale of the said adverse impact, then it 
should consider whether, in the given situation, it is 

not dealing with disturbances (not adverse impact on 
the environment), which do not have to be identified 
with adverse impact, as they may be caused by ac-
tions that do not lead to non-compliance with binding 
standards of the use of environment, but only, for ex-
ample, limiting the possibility to use adjacent prop-
erty” [II SA/Gl 59/11]. 

The evaluation concerning “adverse impact on the 
environment” should take into account binding stan-
dards of the use of environment (including The Regu-
lation of the Minister of Environment laying down 
conditions for the introduction of sewage into water 
bodies or soil and laying down the list of substances 
particularly harmful to water environments [Rozpor-
ządzenie Ministra Środowiska… 2014]), whose viola-
tion (infringement) even if legal, may cause adverse 
effects, and thus opens the possibility to issue, pursu-
ant to Art. 363 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środo-
wiska” 2001] a decision, ordering the natural person 
whose activity has an adverse impact on the environ-
ment, to take in a specific time measures to limit such 
impact [II SA/Gl 59/11]. However, the application of 
Art. 363 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowiska” 
2001] requires clear evidence (as determined on the 
explanatory stage of administrative proceedings) con-
firming that the adverse impact on the environment 
actually exists [IV SA/Wa 750/10], which should be 
duly justified in the decision based on the collected 
evidence material [SA/Sz 1957/03]. 

If the natural person who is e.g. operating 
a household wastewater treatment plant, fails to com-
ply with the decision ordering them to take in a spe-
cific time measures to limit their adverse impact on 
the environment, the head of the commune or mayor 
of a town or city may (pursuant to Art. 368, item 2 
EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowiska” 2001]) by 
way of a decision, stop the use of the installation or 
equipment.  

It should be emphasised that the authority con-
ducting the proceedings should always first of all con-
sider, what type of measures might lead to the elimi-
nation of the adverse impact. If it determines that it is 
possible to take action limiting the adverse impact, 
such authority should conduct proceedings pursuant 
to Art. 363 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowi-
ska” 2001] because omitting it and adjudicating pur-
suant to Art. 368 [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowi-
ska” 2001] might result in charging the administrative 
authority with non-compliance of the applied legal 
measures with the existing factual state. If, in the 
opinion of the authority, it is impossible to issue 
a decision pursuant to Art. 363 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo 
ochrony środowiska” 2001], this should be reflected 
in the grounds. What is important is the fact that such 
assessment has to be correctly conducted in all cases 
when the authority issues a decision to stop the opera-
tion pursuant to Art. 368, item 1, without prior adju-
dication pursuant to Art. 363 EPA [BUKOWSKI et al. 
2013; GRUSZECKI 2008; Ustawa “Prawo ochrony śro-
dowiska” 2001]. 
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SUMMARY  

The implementation of more rigorous standards to 
be met by wastewater introduced to water bodies or to 
soil since the 1.01.2016 yr. and introducing two sets 
of standards for household wastewater treatment 
plants (1st set for treatment plants located in agglom-
erations and the 2nd one for those outside agglomera-
tions) has led to a situation when part of household 
water treatment solutions (especially in plants located 
in agglomerations) may fail to achieve the wastewater 
treatment degree required by law. The review of data 
contained in subject literature demonstrates that the 
problem with achieving the treatment efficiency re-
quired by law may apply to all analysed household 
wastewater treatment plants located in agglomerations 
of PE exceeding 10 000, mainly due to insufficient 
level of total nitrogen and phosphorus removal. 

The competent authorities for the control of 
household wastewater treatment plants operated by 
natural persons (who do not conduct economic activ-
ity and do not have a water permit) are the head of the 
commune or mayor of the town or city (Art. 5, item 6 
of the Act on maintaining cleanliness and order in 
municipalities (hereinafter: AMCOM) [Ustawa 
o utrzymaniu czystości i porządku w gminach 1996] 
Art. 379 EPA [Ustawa “Prawo ochrony środowiska” 
2001]).  

The head of the commune or mayor of a town, or 
president of the city, after finding negative impact on 
the environment and ineffective decision ordering to 
remove their adverse impact on the environment, is-
sue an administrative decision to stop the use of the 
household wastewater treatment plant. The result of 
decision to stop the operation of a household waste-
water treatment plant is the inability to use it. 

Stopping the operation of a household wastewater 
treatment plant results in the fact that the owner of the 
real property equipped with the plant no longer meets 
the requirements specified in Art. 5, item 2 AMCOM 
[Ustawa o utrzymaniu czystości i porządku w gmi-
nach 1996]. It seems correct to state that in such situa-
tion, the owner is obliged to equip the real property 
with a collection tank or connection to collective sew-
age system (Art. 5, item 2 AMCOM [Ustawa o utrzy-
maniu czystości i porządku w gminach 1996])  

If the real property equipped with a household 
wastewater treatment plant whose operation was 
stopped is located in an area with a collective sewage 
system, it seems possible to issue a decision pursuant 
to Art. 5, item 7 AMCOM [Ustawa o utrzymaniu czy-
stości i porządku w gminach 1996] ordering to con-
nect to the existing sanitary sewage system. It should 
be noted that the nature of the decision ordering to 
connect to the sewage system is not discretionary (IV 
SA/Po 4/13, II SA/Gl 597/14) and that it has to be 
issued provided that the prerequisites specified in Art. 
5, item 2 AMCOM [Ustawa o utrzymaniu czystości 
I porządku w gminach 1996] exist. It may seem dis-
putable whether one may actually issue an order to 

connect to the sewage system if there is an existing 
household wastewater treatment plant. However, it 
seems that if such treatment plant fails to meet the 
degree of treatment required by law and if, due to 
failure to limit its adverse impact on the environment 
a binding decision is issued to stop the use thereof, 
then the circumstances releasing owners of such 
household wastewater treatment plants from the obli-
gation to connect to the sewage system cease to exist, 
as such treatment plant does not meet the require-
ments specified in separate regulations. However, the 
presented point of view requires further analyses, 
considerations and discussion, the results of which 
will be presented in further publications. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. Household wastewater treatment plants located 
in agglomerations of an PE above 10 000 may fail to 
meet the requirements specified in the regulations on 
introducing wastewater to water bodies or to soil due 
to insufficient wastewater treatment efficiency (main-
ly removal of total phosphorus and nitrogen), and thus 
their operation in agglomerations seems doubtful. 

2. The decision ordering to stop the use of 
a household wastewater treatment plant has to be pre-
ceded by a decision ordering to take in a specific time 
measures to limit its adverse impact on the environment.  

3. The clarification procedure has to determine 
the adverse impact on the environment in a doubtless 
manner and it has to be reflected in the documenta-
tion. The assessment of such adverse impact should 
take into account the binding standards of use of the 
environment. 

4. The wording of the Environmental Protection 
Act, stating that the head of the commune or mayor of 
a town or city “may” by way of decision, order a nat-
ural person to take in a specific time measures to limit 
their adverse impact on the environment and „may” 
stop the use of the installation or equipment results in 
the fact that such decisions become arbitrary, based 
on individual assessment of the authority, who may 
decide that issuing such decision would be unreason-
able, regardless of the insufficient wastewater treat-
ment degree. 
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Użytkowanie przydomowych oczyszczalni ścieków w świetle obowiązujących standardów jakości ścieków 
odprowadzanych do wód lub do ziemi 

STRESZCZENIE 

W pracy przedstawiono wymogi prawne, dotyczące jakości ścieków wprowadzanych do wód i do ziemi po 
oczyszczeniu w przydomowych oczyszczalniach ścieków zlokalizowanych na terenie aglomeracji lub poza nią. 
Wskazano procedurę wstrzymania eksploatacji przydomowej oczyszczalni ścieków, w sytuacji gdy nie spełnia 
ona wymaganej przepisami skuteczności oczyszczania ścieków. Decyzja o wstrzymaniu eksploatacji przydomo-
wej oczyszczalni ścieków musi być poprzedzona decyzją nakazującą ograniczenie negatywnego oddziaływania 
przydomowej oczyszczalni ścieków na środowisko. Postępowanie wyjaśniające negatywne oddziaływanie na 
środowisko musi zostać stwierdzone w sposób niebudzący wątpliwości oraz znajdować odzwierciedlenie w do-
kumentacji postępowania, a ocena negatywnego oddziaływania na środowisko powinna uwzględniać obowiązu-
jące standardy korzystania ze środowiska. Konsekwencją wstrzymania eksploatowanej przydomowej oczysz-
czalni może być wydanie decyzji nakazującej podłączenie się do kanalizacji sanitarnej. 
 
Słowa kluczowe: aglomeracja, decyzja administracyjna, kanalizacja sanitarna, przydomowa oczyszczalnia 
ścieków, skuteczność oczyszczania ścieków, wstrzymanie eksploatacji instalacji  

 
 


